BCET 2012  
EACU Nomination

CAMBRIDGE JUNIOR CHESS & GO CLUB

 

Cambridge Junior Chess & Go Club meets every Wednesday during school term time from 6pm until 7.30pm at the St Augustine’s Church Hall in Richmond Road, Cambridge. The club was founded in 1994. There are usually around 20-30 juniors at our weekly meetings. We advertise our meetings to schools in the Cambridge area, focusing on primary schools, and we also advertise at local junior chess events. The current members of the club range from 5 to 15 years old and from beginner to around 150 BCF grade.

 

Each year in the Spring term we run a heat of the UK Chess Challenge, over a 7 week period. Most recently we have played this with clocks on a half hour time limit so that these are more serious games and take up most of the club meeting on those days. We also have a club chess championship which we run twice a year (in the other two terms), this is usually run over two weeks each time. During the rest of the year we usually alternate between having a meeting with chess teaching and a meeting where there are games on our chess ladder.

 

Occasionally we have run special events in the club, such as simultaneous displays by visiting strong players. And sometimes we have held a chess tournament at the weekend in the autumn which has been attended by junior players from all around the area. We have fairly regularly played matches against Kings College School, a local school with a strong chess team.

 

The strongest recent players in our club have been David Redman (175/148) and Akito Oyama (156/166) who both now play for England in their age category. David was also the top Under-11 in the UK Chess Challenge Terafinal two years ago and won a prize of £1,000.  Last year there were four other players from the club who qualified for the Terafinal/Challengers stage of the UK Chess Challenge, all graded stronger than BCF 100. Our players always do well at the local Megafinal, usually winning many of the age group categories.

 

Former members of the club include Tom and Adam Eckersley-Waites who both went on to be graded over 210 BCF and who both played in the Varsity Match and for teams in the 4NCL.

 

We have arranged our club meetings so that they are in the same venue as the Cambridge City Chess Club, and they finish just as the City Chess Club starts. This makes it easy for our older junior players to stay a bit longer and get involved in the adult club. It is not unusual for stronger players from our club to move up to the adult club and to play for their league teams.

 

Although our club is primarily a chess club we also have Go and some other traditional board games and we believe that having this variety can make the club more appealing especially to the younger age groups.

 

 

 

 SCCU Nomination

 Sussex Junior Chess (SJC) is a not-for-profit organization that exists to promote chess among youngsters of school age across West and East Sussex.

At the core of what we offer is a schedule of nine training days, six Grand Prix rapidplay events and several age-group competitions that runs from September to June. Attendance is currently running at around 90 per event, or +15% year-on-year. Venues are chosen across the length and breadth of the two counties, to maximise the opportunity for attendance. A bursary scheme is available to subsidise cases of need (this also applies to participation in team events outside Sussex).

Within the past 18 months we have initiated an ‘Academies’ scheme, which aims to take chess into schools and areas where it has been absent. This has been remarkably successful, with several hundred youngsters having been enrolled, and we are nearing blanket coverage across Sussex. As an example, the first ever Academy event in Worthing, which was held recently and which was projected to accommodate around 20 youngsters, ended up with 88 attendees.

We also organize schools competitions for the U11, U14, U16 and U19 age bands, each team to consist of four players. The rate of participation in these is growing; for example, 45 schools entered this year’s Primary Cup (for U11s), which consists of two geographically ‘zoned’ rounds followed by a Finals day in the summer term. 

Our large and growing pool of players has led to a considerable number of individual and team successes (in EPSCA, NYCA and ECF events). Gratifying as this is – and exciting for the players concerned – we are equally proud of the increasing numbers of  Sussex youngsters who are, thanks to the activities of SJC, able to enjoy the social and developmental benefits of chess. We like to think that we are seen by outsiders as a ‘friendly’ chess county, welcoming to non-Sussex youngsters who wish to play in our events and hospitable when hosting SCCU and EPSCA finals.

Finally, having just won the EPSCA U11 Girls title for the first time, I should mention that we have a pleasing increase in the proportion of girls among our young chess players. This is most pronounced in the youngest age bands, and it is likely that around 50% of this year’s Sussex U9 team will be girls.

NCCU Nomination

British Chess Educational Trust Award

Nomination from the Lancashire Chess Association for Audley Junior School
Audley Junior is a slightly above average sized school near Blackburn, built in 1930, but it has been extensively updated in the last few years. The catchment area for the school serves some areas of severe socio-economic disadvantage in Blackburn. The proportion of pupils from minority ethnic groups is significantly higher than the national average. It is a happy school, full of hard working, well behaved children and enthusiastic committed teachers.

The head-teachers of the school have, over the years, always promoted chess. The school is fortunate to have a Lancashire chess stalwart close by. Dave Gaston has been coaching at the school for several years now, and goes into the school three times a week to coach beginners and Lancashire junior squad players, although the school actually promote that the children can practice every day.  Dave helps to run internal competitions including a champions league, a chess ladder and also inter team matches.

Audley run two teams in the local schools league and have won it 3 times in 

a row, besides providing many players for the Lancashire junior teams. With the support of the head-teacher, the school hosts two Lancashire junior congresses a year, attracting up to one hundred players between the ages of six and eighteen.

The school is blessed, besides helpful head teachers past and present, with staff and caretakers who make all the chess events possible alongside the assistance of Lancashire chess volunteers.

It is clear to all that a great deal of the success of the club is down to Dave Gaston, whose patience, enthusiasm and support for the club and the children are very evident. 

I would like to endorse this nomination as someone who has seen over the years the benefits it brings to the children and the school. Clearly the chess helps in raising the aspirations of the children, and motivates the children to believe in themselves.

This school would be a very worthy recipient of the BCET award.








Bill O’Rourke

Lancashire Chess Association President.

EPSCA Nomination

Broadclyst Community Primary School have been actively involved with tournament chess for eight years.  The chess team has been wholly supported by the school and all tournament fees, travel  and hotel expenses have been paid by the school.  The team have their own chess jersey and shirts provided by the school and when the Devon Girls Chess team was active the school sponsored the team jerseys.

 Chess is played in the school, informally, in the mornings before the start of the school day, at lunchtimes and two evenings a week at after school clubs. About twelve hours a week.

During the 2009/2010 year Broadclyst under 11 team won the Devon Schools Team title for the 7th year running. They finished 6th in the National Finals beaten only by 5 of the top independent schools in the country, making them the best state school.

At the Devon Championships they won best under 11 and best girl (2 Broadclyst girls sharing).  They took the best under 10 prize, best under 9 and best under 9 girl.  The under 9 team also won best in Devon.

Two girls played boards 3 and 4 for the England West team.

A boy trialled for England and had a game representing the Rest of England against London.

Seven Broadclyst children represented the Devon under 11 team.

Five played in the under 9 team.

At the Teignmouth Junior Chess Congress  2  boys were joint first and an under 9 from the school was third. He also took best under 9. They also shared best girl. Three teams were entered and won 1st 2nd and 3rd places.

At Millfield they won second in the under 11s, won the under 10 section, 2 shared  3rd place and one of those was best girl. Two Broadclyst players shared the under 9 prize with another girl 3rd.

Four boys played in the London Major Tournament.

At the Blagdon Tournament in Somerset they won the under 12 section and had runner up. They had 2nd place in the under 11s and under 10s, together with 1st and 2nd place in the under 9s.

They beat Torquay Grammar in the first round of the Yateley Manor, going out to the might of Millfield seniors in the second round.

Five players won through to the Gigafinal of the UK land chess challenge at Wellington School.

At the Autumn Junior Tournament they won and came 2nd. Two Broadclyst girls shared best girl. They also won best under 10.

In previous years the tale is much the same.

2008/2009 the Devon team’s top 5 boards were Broadclyst players.

When Devon last had a girls team 10 players were from Broadclyst.

2010/11 What is recorded below is taken from emails.

Devon Championships

The Broadclyst under 11 team won the Devon Schools’ Team Championships for the 8th year running

The under 9 team also came first in their section.

Tom K. Cameron W. and Becky finished joint second in the under 11 Devon championships with 5/6.

Becky was also awarded best girl in Dvon.

Tom and Cameron are under 10 so they shared 2nd in the under 10 championships.

Ella was the highest scoring under 10 girl with 4/6.

Hannah Burnett was 3rd in the under 9s and was the highest scoring girl.

Tomas Trott and Ben Newman played in the under 15 championships. They shared 1st place so are the under 15 DEvon Champions. They also won the under 12 section, so two titles for them.

English Riviera Tournament

We entered four year 4s in the under 9 challengers section for their first experience of tournament play.  Hanifer won with 5/6 and Bailey Slater was 2nd with 4.5.

Thomas Kolya was 2nd in the U10 main section with 4.5. Billy Davey and Liam Foster both scored 4/6. Tom qualifies for the London Major Tournament and the other two for the minor tournament. The under 12 section was tough with players coming from outside the county seeking qualification status. Becky and Thomas Trott shared 3rd place and qualified for the London Minor with 4 points each. Becky was unbeaten.

James Royle and Adam Batten shared 1st place in the under 14s and automatically qualify for London. 

Ben Newman finished  a point behind.

Millfield Chess

Thomas Kolya (who's under 10) won the under 11 tournament with 6/6, Reece was joint second with 5/6. 

Ella Bibby, also with 5/6 was the under 10 winner whilst Josh Parton was runner up in the under 9s.

Ben Newman won the under 14s with a remarkable 6/6 and Tomas Trott shared 1st in the under 12s.

Wales and West of England Championships
Devon under 11 team were second just 1.5 points behind Wales.  Broadclyst, as usual, made up a third of the Devon team and it has been recorded that there would be no Devon team without Broadclyst. Actually if we played 15 boards against Devon, we'd beat them. 

Our under 9s played well in their section and it was good to see Tomas Trott, Ben Newman and James Royle playing for Devon's under 14 team.
Yateley Manor at Eton College
We played Eton College in the first round 

beat Langley Grammar in the 2nd 

beat Lady Hawkins school next

Lost to Queen Elizabeth  (average age 17)

and to Sutton Grammar School in the last (average age 14.5)

EPSCA Team Championships Zonal
Our under 11 team played with 20 schools in their zone on saturday. Schools from the west and south home counties and from the south and west of England. They played 5 rounds and won a total of 20 games from a possible 25. They won the zonal tournament finishing ahead of arch rival Magdalen College. They go on to the semi final in May. Thomas K., Becky Trott, Reece, Tom Ferdinand and Ella Bibby played tremendous chess. 

Our fledgling under 9 team, Josh Parton, Hannah Burnett, Grace Ford, Ebony Hayler and Megan Jones won 21 out of 25 and finished 3.5 wins ahead of their nearest rivals. Amazing ! (Notice... 4 out of 5 are girls).

Both teams proved that they are the best in the south of England.......can they go all the way ?       Success leaves clues.

Teingmouth Junior Chess Congress

Broadclyst win again.......

Thomas Kolya, Reece Whittington and Theo Slade (an England squad member) shared 1st place in the contest (under 12).

Cameron Walters took the under 11 trophy.

Becky Trott was best girl and Ebony Hayler best u9 girl.

Tom, Reece and Josh Parton won the team prize. 
EPSCA Semi-finals
The Broadclyst teams are through to the finals. Both are respectively in the last eight in England !  Each of our teams played with 22 qualifying schools. The under 11 team are through with Twickenham Prep. and the under 9 team with Garden Suburb. Our under 11 team beat their arch rivals Magdalen College and left them in 3rd place.

This is a massive achievement.........
UK Land Chess Challenge – Megafinal
U9 boys -Josh Parton, 1st place, won all his games and qualified for the Gigafinal as Supremo.

U9 girls - Hannah Burnett (Suprema), 1st place, Hanifar Ahktar, Grace Ford and Megan Jones joint second - all qualified.

U10 boys - Thomas Kolya, unbeaten, Supremo.

U10 girls - Ella Bibba, Suprema.

U11 boys - Reece Whittington, second place, qualified. Tom Ferdinand, third, qualified.

U11 girls - Becky Trott, 1st place, won all her games, Suprema. Sophia Robinson, second place, qualified.

U12 boys - Tomas Trott, Supremo. 

So all qualified for Reading, 9th and 10th July.........Tremendous
Two players qualified for the Terrafinal

At the EPSCA Finals the Under 9 team came 5th whilst the under 11 team were 8th. 

FIVE girls played in the under 9 team.
