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             C 14.13 FINANCE COUNCIL MEETING 16 APRIL 2011

ECF County Championship Rules
I must begin by apologising for the lateness of this explanatory paper.

The Agenda for the Council Meeting contains the following proposals to amend the County Championship Rules: 

E6.  Delete “in the month of January” and replace by “in January or February”.  Add at end “The Controller shall announce the arrangements for the draw not later than 31st December”.

E10.  Delete “14th October” and replace with “31st October”.

The proposed amendment to Rule E6 is primarily designed to save costs. Enabling the draw to be conducted in either January or February increases the likelihood of the three members of the Draw Committee being in one place at the same time for other reasons, so that there will be no expenses for the ECF to bear, or, that failing, enabling anyone travelling specially to do so relatively cheaply. 

So far as I can discern, there is no pressing need for the draw to be conducted before the end of February, but it is useful for Union Controllers and others to know when it will become available. For this reason it is proposed to add the new last sentence.

Since the publication of the proposals, Richard Haddrell has suggested an amendment to make explicit provision for the publication of the draw and to tidy up the wording of Rules E6 and E7, involving inter alia the deletion of the last sentence of the latter.

I am happy to accept this amendment and I recommend the following Amended Motion to Council:

That the present Rules E6 and E7 be replaced by:

E6
The draw for the preliminary round (if required), together with the quarter finals and semi-finals, shall be made in January or February by a committee consisting of the Controller, The Director of Home Chess or his or her nominee and one other person nominated by the Board; and shall be published not more than one week after it is made.  The Controller shall announce the arrangements for the draw not later than 31st December. 

E7. 
Teams required to play in the preliminary round shall be drawn from the second or third nominees of the Unions. The home teams in the quarter finals shall be drawn from the first nominees of the Unions. The Controller has the right to adjust the quarter final draw or the preliminary rounds as he deems fit in the light of teams actually nominated by Unions and the need to fill any vacancies. 

Moving on to the second proposal, I must begin by apologising for a typo. “E10” should be “E11”

The change of date is designed to enable the announcement of the dates to be one of the first acts of an incoming Director of Home Chess rather than one of the last acts of an outgoing one. This restores the original intention; at the time when the current deadline of 14th October was set, it was customary for the Annual General Meeting to be held in September.

If the proposal is approved, the Rule as amended will read:

E11. 
Matches shall be played on, or by mutual agreement before, or on the Sunday immediately following, the dates here listed:
Preliminary Round – Fourth Saturday in April
Quarter Finals- Third Saturday in May
Semi-Finals – Second Saturday in June
Finals – First Saturday in July
These dates may however be varied at the discretion of the Director of Home Chess not later than 31st October in each season and shall be notified within 7 days to Union Controllers. 
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