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Re: BCET Nomination WECU
Emersons Green Primary School

Guest Avenue, Emersons Green,

Bristol BS16 7GA

admin@egps.org.uk    01454 867474

Head Teacher: Mrs Jan Isaac

Dear Mr Wickham,

Having consulted with the Executive Committee, WECU has decided to nominate Emersons Green Primary School, for the BCET award.  

Emersons Green is a community co-educational primary school with around 240 pupils plus up to 15 physically disabled and/or visually impaired children aged between 4 and 11 years old.  Since the school opened in September 2000 it has always been very supportive of the game of chess.  It recognises that the ‘game’, which the children enjoy so much, also enhances the pupil’s development in so many other ways.  Logical, consequential thinking, increased concentration, self control and good sportsmanship - to name but a few attributes.

The school runs an after school chess club once a week which is attended by 24 children from all years starting in Year 3.  There is a spread of ability which enables the children to play others of an equal strength irrespective of age.  At present there is a waiting list and new entrants are based on commitment to play rather than merit in the game.  The Club is run on competitive grounds with short demonstrations and coaching.  Competitions are run each term on the Swiss method with nominal prizes given to the leaders in each division.  There are also lunchtime sessions on an ad-hoc basis usually three times a week and any child in the school can attend although numbers are restricted for administrative reasons.

The School takes part in the South Gloucestershire Primary School Chess Association League and plays other schools in the area.  Children also attend the Musketeers Junior Chess Congress, Cheltenham, a junior chess tournament at Clifton College, Bristol and the Wiltshire Open Chess Championships.  This year the school brought 15 pupils to the Swindon tournament.
For the last two years Year 3 children have been taught chess in class time.  A thirty week course one hour a week has inspired a lot of children in the game.

An aspiration of the school is to give every child the opportunity to learn the game during their attendance at Emersons Green School.  Patrick Birch is the organiser and has helped provide much of the information above.

Should you need any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

Bev Schofield

WECU Junior Secretary

