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After the cautious opening game of the World Chess 

Championship where Magnus Carlsen forced a draw 

through perpetual check. What could we expect 

from the next game with the World Champion 

playing as white? 

 

Anand blundered in the second round game which 

eventually went to the young champion who 

claimed an early win. This was significant, the two 

have played each other over 80 times and in the 

classical format 40 times. With six wins apiece and 

the rest of their encounters ending by way of a draw 

we could have expected a cautious few games 

between the players. However, was an early Carlsen win a sign of things to come? 

 

The debate would have to wait as the players could now enjoy a day of rest and as Anand 

took to the gym to relax and put chess behind him the Norwegian champion played a game 

of basketball. 

 

On the 11
th

 of November, the players returned to 

the championship and took to the table for their 

third round game with the score standing at 1.5 to 

0.5. Both the commenters and gathered press 

focused on the third game with Anand on white. 

Was he going to crumble before the Norwegian 

chess prodigy?  Anand was having none of it! He 

came back in style, almost blitzing his opening 

moves. The errors of the second game were 

banished and his response to Carlsen’s opening 
was well planned and showed great preparation. 

Late in the game Carslen’s time was disappearing – 

fast - whilst Anand was calm, collected and still had 

40 minutes on his clock. The Indian took his time in 

the final stages whilst Carslen was in time trouble and with only a few seconds remaining he 

finally capitulated and surrendered the game. 

 

 So after three rounds of world class 

chess we had seen a win apiece and a 

draw. The score stood at 1.5 – 1.5 

and as the players took to the table 

for the fourth round meeting, fans 

expectations were high. So far both 

players had shown that they could 

beat each other and that 

championship winning score of 6.5 

looked further away for both 

competitors. The game was cagy from 
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the opening and mistakes were made by both players. Counter play was limited and the 

game suited Anand’s versatility, however, neither player gained much of an advantage 

throughout the game. It wasn’t much of a surprise when both players agreed to a draw with 

opportunities to win limited for both. Both had half an hour on their clocks but the threat of 

perpetual check was sufficient for them to agree the draw, both probably happy to enter 

the next round on equal terms.  

 

So, after four rounds the championship stands at 2 -2 and has proven to be more exciting 

than many had anticipated. Both players have shown that they can win and this might just 

be one of the most open chess championships for a number of years. One thing we can say 

for sure is that after round 4 neither player will dominate this championship, which is great 

news for the spectators. 

 

  


