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Round 3 Report: 29 January    by John Saunders
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE TOPA KIND

The leader board of the 13th Tradewise Gibraltar Masters was whittled down to thirteen after another tough round at the Caleta Hotel. Twelve of the thirteen are grandmasters, with Gudmundur Kjartansson of Iceland being the solitary IM on the maximum score of three out of three after defeating GM Axel Bachmann of Paraguay. Three of the 100-percenters are women: women's world champion Hou Yifan, former world champion Antoaneta Stefanova of Bulgaria, and Ju Wenjun, also of China. Just two of the ten highest rated players in the tournament appear amongst the names on 3/3: Hikaru Nakamura and Pentala Harikrishna.

Today the tournament was visited by the Governor of Gibraltar, His Excellency Lieutenant General Sir James Dutton and his wife Lady Dutton. Sir James is effectively the resident head of state in Gibraltar as he represents HM The Queen here and thus (Spanish readers, look away now) underlines the link between Gibraltar and Britain. However, despite his somewhat intimidating nomenclature, he is a friendly and approachable man who, when you shake his hand and tell him your name, introduces himself as 'Jim Dutton'. He made a short speech before the Masters began. Hopefully the tournament's overseas visitors will have enjoyed their experience of antique British/Gibraltarian protocol, or simply gone on thinking we're all as mad as a brush. (We know you think that, but we're really quite cool about it.) Joking apart, what is significant is that the tournament should have merited the visit of such a VIP. It underlines the importance Gibraltar and its people attach to our game. Chess has earned the respect of Gibraltar and we should be glad of that. The governor and his wife proceeded to the hotel's broadcasting suite where Sir James was interviewed briefly by Stuart Conquest. You can see this video on our website.
Turning inevitably to the chess: I confess straightaway that I didn't really understand Hikaru Nakamura's win against Tamir Nabaty of Israel. It seemed more like a Carlsen game but, no, I checked my camera and that was definitely Hikaru I took a picture of. The end came as something of a surprise: we might perhaps have expected to see a few more moves before the Israeli GM threw in the towel. But it seemed a very efficient crush of the type for which the current world champion is renowned. It was good enough to move Hikaru to 3/3 where he has been joined by very few of his main rivals, so he has a head start over the others.

Pentala Harikrishna's win against Ioan-Cristian Chirila of Romania was much more exciting, with the flavour of another gentler era before industrial-strength opening theory and computers. Black was in trouble by move ten and there was no way back against some energetic play by the likable young man from Andhra Pradesh.
Tradewise Gibraltar Masters 2015, Round 3
P.Harikrishna (2723) - I-C.Chirila (2548)
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.d3 Bc5 5.0‑0 Nd4 6.Nxd4 Bxd4 7.Nd2 0‑0 7...c6 is the routine move here. 8.c3 Bc5? 8...Bb6 has been played before, but this is a slip which allows White to kick-start his attack. 9.d4! exd4 10.e5 dxc3 10...Ne8 11.Ne4 Be7 12.cxd4 gives White a healthy edge, and one which might be familiar to those of us who played the Giuoco Piano as youngsters and liked it when our opponents mishandled the opening and allowed us to generate a big attack. 11.exf6 cxd2 12.fxg7 Kxg7 12...Re8 13.Bxd2 Bd4 is better but still doesn't look very healthy. 13.Bxd2 
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Black's position is like a battleship that has been holed below the waterline, on g7. It only needs a few more well-aimed salvoes to see it disappear below the waves completely. 13...d6 13...d5 14.Qh5 is equally unpleasant. 14.Bc3+ f6 15.Qh5 Qe7 16.Bd3 Kg8 17.Rae1 Qf7 18.Qh4 h5 After 18...Qg7 one attractive line is 19.Bc4+ Kh8 20.Re8! Rxe8 21.Qxf6! Rg8 22.Qf4, etc. 19.Re3! A very nice touch. The whole game is reminiscent of the chess of another era, lovingly recorded by the likes of Tartakower and du Mont. 19...Bxe3 19...Bg4 20.Rg3 is hopeless. 20.fxe3 Qg7 20...f5 21.Qg3+ Kh7 22.Rxf5! is mate in another two moves. 21.Qxh5 c6 22.Rf4 Bd7 23.Bf5 Bxf5 24.Qxf5 Qh6 25.Rg4+ Kh8 26.Rg5! 1‑0 An unusual way of corralling a queen. 

Yesterday we saw some direct and aggressive play from Richard Rapport but in round four he met his nemesis in the form of the young Chinese grandmaster Ju Wenjun. Readers may recall Ju's plight in 2013 when a wrangle over visas left her stranded in Gibraltar for five days after the tournament, but this time it was the Hungarian who found himself with nowhere to go. Nigel Short, watching from his home in Athens (and, believe me, he is gutted not to be here with us) commented laconically on Twitter: "Richard Rapport has gone almost a dozen moves without pushing his h-pawn up the board. Is he feeling unwell?" Curiously, as in the previous game, there was a serious positional error on move eight. By the time the Rapport h-pawn was launched forward, his position was beginning to creak. This was a very impressive game by the women's world number five.
Tradewise Gibraltar Masters 2015, Round 3

Ju Wenjun (2547) - R.Rapport (2716)
1.d4 d5 2.c4 Nc6 With Richard Rapport, you can always expect the unexpected. But the Chigorin variation packs a punch. 3.Nf3 Bg4 4.Bf4 Bxf3 5.gxf3 e6 6.e3 Nge7 7.Nc3 a6 8.Qb3 Ra7? See previous note. I really cannot understand this one, however. The rook has an unhappy life on this square and only enters the game after it is too late to save it. 8...dxc4 9.Bxc4 (9.Qxb7?? and now 9...Ra7 ends the game) 9...Na5 10.Qa4+ Nac6 and perhaps Black feared an early repetition with 11.Qb3, etc. 9.Rc1 g6 This one turns out to be a bit fishy too. 10.cxd5 Nxd5 11.Bg3 Nxc3 12.bxc3 Bd6 13.c4! Qg5 White is intent on building a big centre. She's not worried by 13...Bb4+ 14.Ke2 when the king is perfectly happy on e2 and the bishop can develop on g2. 14.Bg2 Qa5+ 15.Ke2 h5 16.f4! 0‑0 White's last move looks strange as it seems to bury the dark-squared bishop but it helps keep a grip on the centre. Black cannot reply 16...h4?? because of 17.Bxc6+ bxc6 18.Qb8+ winning a choice of loose rooks. 17.Bh4 Qf5 18.h3 Ju Wenjun continues her policy of not giving Rapport any squares on which to operate. 18...Be7 19.Bg3!? Allowing the bishop to be bottled up on a2, much as the black rook is interred on a7. But this turns out to be a better calculated risk. 19...h4 20.Bh2 Qa5 21.Rhd1 Bd6 Black is running out of decent moves. If 21...Qb4 22.f5!? exf5 23.Bxc7 and suddenly there is real danger of the d-pawn walking through to promote. 22.d5 White finally makes a break in the centre. She already has a very marked advantage. 22...exd5 23.cxd5 Nb8 23...Ne7 looks more natural but again 24.e4 and the white pawn roller still looks very menacing. 24.e4 Re8 25.e5 Note that the bishop on h2 is an effective insurance policy against a piece for two pawns break-out sacrifice on e5. 25...b6 If 25...Nd7 26.Kf1 Nc5 27.Qc2 Bf8 28.f5! and Black's pieces are in no state to defend the kingside. 26.Kf1 Bc5 27.Kg1 Qb5 28.Qc2 Nd7 29.Re1 29.e6 Nf6 30.f5 is probably a more efficient killer. 29...Bb4 30.Re3 Bc5 31.Re4 Here 31.Rb1 Qa5 32.Re4 gets the job done quicker. 31...Bf8 32.Rc4 Nc5 33.f5 
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The three pawns on d5, e5 and f5, supported by the two bishops, make an impressive sight. Given that Black can do nothing to undermine them, there is little hope of saving the game. 33...Bg7 34.fxg6 c6 35.dxc6 Bxe5 The cost for being rid of the pawns is exorbitantly high. Black could resign. 36.gxf7+ Rxf7 The rook finally emerges from its hermit-like isolation on a7 only to discover a scene of desolation. 37.Bd5 Bxh2+ 38.Kxh2 Ne6 39.Qg6+ Kf8 40.Qh6+ 1‑0
Hou Yifan's game against Mohammed Al-Sayed of Qatar was decided by a blunder in time trouble.
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Hou Yifan (2673) - M.Al-Sayed (2516)
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34...Qc7?? Black is safe enough, even after the visually suicidal 34...Kg7, since a bishop move would allow mate in one with 35...Rh2. 35.Qe7! Winning the f7–pawn with terminal consequences. Black played 35...Kg7 1‑0 but then resigned without waiting to see which lethal discovered check his opponent would play. 

Veselin Topalov's eviction from board one (probably only temporary) saw him descend to board 21. Possibly the first time he has been in elbow-shoving distance of a fellow chess player in 20 years. On the board immediately above him was top English woman player IM Jovanka Houska and her prospective proximity to a superstar brought a star-struck comment from her on Twitter: " OMG Sitting next to me today will be Topalov!!! THIS IS JUST SOOOO COOL!!!!!!! Only in Gibraltar." Topalov's opponent Venezuelan FM Andres Guerrero Vargas must have been similarly amazed and overawed at his close encounter of the Topa kind. Actually, a more suitable film title might have been Brief Encounter as the world number four did not endure his lowly status for very long. 
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V.Topalov (2800) - A.Guerrero Vargas (2320)
1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 e6 3.g3 b5 4.Bg5 Bb7 5.Nbd2 Be7 6.e3 It seems as if Topalov is using a bit of DIY opening theory here, rather than wasting a valuable bit of high-octane prep on a mere 2320‑rated opponent. 6...Ne4 Varying from 6...a6 as played in, would you believe, Topalov-Co.Ionescu at the Balkaniad in 1994. Incredibly Topa lost that game but he hardly knew the moves in those days - he was only rated 2640. 7.Nxe4 Bxe4 8.Bxe7 Qxe7 9.c3 e5? Black gets a little bit behind in development after this. Instead, maybe 9...Nc6 10.Bxb5 Rb8 and at least he has a bit of play for the pawn. 10.Bd3 Bxd3 11.Qxd3 e4 12.Qxb5 
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12...exf3?? 12...Nc6 is playable. Then 13.d5 Rb8 14.Qa4 exf3 15.dxc6 d6 16.0‑0‑0 and Black is worse but not dead. 13.Qb7 0‑0 14.Qxa8 Nc6 15.Qb7 Rb8 16.Qxc7 Rxb2 17.Qc8+ Nd8 18.0‑0 A long forcing line, after which Black finds himself the exchange and a pawn down for zero compensation. 18...h5 19.Rab1 Rxb1 20.Rxb1 Kh7 21.Qc5 1‑0
Here's another David and Goliath game where White, a Spanish player called Gustavo Barranechea Bahamonde, decided he wouldn't die wondering and went on all-out attack against Alexander Motylev. File this one under 'heroic failures'...
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G.Barrenechea Bahamonde (2223) - A.Motylev
1.e4 c5 2.d4 cxd4 3.c3 Ah! The Morra Gambit, beloved of would-be heroes everywhere. 3...dxc3 4.Nxc3 Nc6 5.Nf3 e6 6.Bc4 a6 7.0‑0 Nge7 8.Bg5 h6 9.Be3 b5 10.Bb3 Bb7 11.Qe2 Na5 
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Right, thinks White, that's enough development, let's just go for it... 12.Nd5!? exd5 13.exd5 Nxd5 Actually, White's attack has been good enough to frighten the super-GM into going wrong. He should play 13...Nxb3 14.axb3 Nxd5 and the computer reckons this is a walk-over for Black. 14.Bxd5? Too greedy. 14.Bb6+ Qe7 15.Qxe7+ Bxe7 16.Bxa5 0‑0 17.Rad1 gives White a little compensation for the pawn. But White goes for glory. 14...Bxd5 15.Bb6+ Qe7 16.Qd2 Nc4 17.Qxd5 Nxb6 18.Qb7 Qd8 Now, if there were any justice in the world (or if Tal or Topalov were playing), White would have some compensation for the piece here. But it turns out he's got nothing special. 19.Nd4 Bc5 20.Rfe1+ Kf8 21.Nb3 Be7 22.Rad1 g6 23.Rd3 Kg7 24.Nd4 Bf6 25.Ne6+ A final flourish of his standard before dying. 25...fxe6 26.Rxe6 Qc8 0‑1 Damn you, back rank. 

In the evening there was the traditional Team of Four Blitz event, played in a spirit of fun by teams which are often assembled at a couple of minutes' notice. I think there is a special prize for the most creative names, and quite the most enjoyable part of the evening for your reporter was listening to affable arbiter Rainer Niermann's attempts to read the slangy and suggestive names of the teams aloud in his lovely German accent. I can only hope that the Day's Play documentary team invite Rainer to recreate these priceless moments for wider public enjoyment. I'm not sure there was a prize for the rowdiest team but, if there were, it would have to go to one of the English ones. A certain IM (whom I shall code-name 'Roland River' to hide his identity) was even heard singing during play. Unbelievably there appears to be no zero tolerance rule about this in the FIDE laws but he was suitably quelled by a famous Bulgarian who shouted to him to 'shut up'. But I don't want to give the wrong impression – it was good, boisterous fun.
More fun tomorrow...
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