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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
Under Article 5, the ECF Board has the power to admit Chess Leagues and Chess Congresses to membership.  However admission (and therefore readmission) of County Associations and Other Organisations is reserved to Council, and the present meeting therefore needs to consider three applications that have been received.  This item has been placed early on the agenda so that the organisations in question, if they are admitted, can be enfranchised for this meeting.
 (1) Readmission of Northamptonshire Chess Association as a County Association
The Northamptonshire Chess Association was a member of the ECF at its inception, having previously been a member of the BCF.  Its membership lapsed prior to the April Finance Council meeting, but it applied for readmission on 12 August 2010.  The ECF Board welcomes the fact that the Association wishes to rejoin and asks the meeting to approve this.
Information about the Association’s activities can be found on its website at http://www.norchess.lloydbunday.co.uk/
(2) Admission of British Universities’ Chess Association (BUCA) as an “Other Organisation”.

BUCA has been revived by Alex Holowczak as an umbrella body for British Universities.  It ran a team championship in Oxford in February, has sent four players to the 11th World Universities’ Chess Championship in Zurich in September and is organising an individual championship in Blackpool in November.
As an interim measure, BUCA was admitted to membership by the Board as a Chess Congress.  However, the range of its activities is far wider than those of a Congress, and it seems more appropriate for it to be classified as an Other Organisation.  This reclassification would make no difference in practice to its affiliation fees or voting entitlement. 

Information about the Association’s activities can be found on its website at http://www.buca.org.uk/
(3) Admission of ChessPoint Services as an “Other Organisation”
ChessPoint Services is an organisation that sets out to bring chess to the community in Northamptonshire.  It has established a number of public venues (ChessPoints) in the County where chess can be paid for free, organises weekly coaching sessions and tournaments at a central venue (the ChessPoint Academy) and enters teams in the Junior 4NCL.  It wishes to be affiliated to the National body, and will also arrange for its active members to become ECF Direct Members in their own right.
Information about the Association’s activities can be found on its website at http://www.chesspoint.co.uk/index.html
John Philpott, Chairman of the Governance Committee

