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Since I took over from Stewart Reuben in October 2009 I have been involved in a number of international events starting with the 2009 European Team Championship in October 2009 and culminating in the 2010 Olympiad in Khanty-Mansiysk in September 2010. In between I have been involved with the London Chess Classic Women‘s International, World Junior, Uxbridge Women’s International as well as helping to co-ordinate the England entries into the World & European Amateur and the European Club Cup.

The 2009 European Team Championship was held in Novi Sad Serbia and despite England missing some key players both teams performed well and finished above their seeding. The open team was seeded 18th and finished 12th. The team consisted of Michael Adams, Luke McShane, Stuart Conquest, Simon Williams and Stephen Gordon. Due to a shortfall in funding I agreed to captain the side. The women’s team was captained and coached by Andrew Greet and consisted of Jovanka Houska, Ingrid Lauterbach, Natasha Regan, Meri Grigoryan and Sabrina Chevannes. The team were seeded 22nd and finished 17th. The return of Luke and Natasha to the teams were very welcome developments as were the debuts of Simon and Stephen.

I also took on the organising of English participation at the World Junior, which was held in Poland in August 2010. Fifteen-year-old Yang-Fan played in the junior event and 19 year old Anya Corke in the girls event. Both were coached by Mark Hebden and financially supported by the John Robinson Trust and Junior Director. The event was a gruelling 13 rounds and so whilst Yang-Fan was ultimately disappointed to finish on 5.5/13 he had a strong start and gained enormous experience. It should be remembered that this is an Under 20 event and so I think his performance should be viewed positively and an important stage in his development as a player. Anya had an excellent result and finished 6th= with 8.5/13. 

The 2010 Olympiad was an organiser’s nightmare. The venue in Khanty-Mansiysk Siberia presented a number of problems. Firstly to travel there involved charter flights whose times changed four times making it very hard to book connecting flights. I also had to contend with a frustrating wait to receive official invitations allowing me to apply for visas and finally there was the small matter of our hotel not being built weeks before the event. Having said all that I was pleased that we were able to field our top five of Michael Adams, Nigel Short, Luke McShane, David Howell and Gawain Jones. I was also pleased that 21-year-old Sarah Hegarty was selected to make her England debut in the women’s team.

I also found time to organise two women’s events, which I largely funded myself. These were aimed at giving younger English girls an opportunity to gain experience of playing against other women with a long-term view to producing players for the women’s Olympiad team. The first event was held alongside the London Classic in December 2009 and the second one was held alongside the e2e4 Uxbridge International in August 2010. The second event was the more successful; attracting five English players including our first ever female IM Susan Lalic, as well as 21 year old Sarah Hegarty, 18 year old Lateefah Messam-Sparks, 17 year old Sheila Dines and 13 year old Amy Hoare. Amy had an outstanding tournament finishing equal 3rd with Sarah on 5.5/9. The event was won by Susan Lalic, improving on her second place finish in the Classic. 

The event of the year however had to be The London Chess Classic, which was organised by Malcolm Pein. Held at the fantastic London Olympia venue the top event pitted England’s top four players against four of the world’s best; Magnus Carlsen, Vladimir Kramnik, Hikaru Nakamura and Ni Hua. David Howell excelled, finishing 3rd on tie-break from Michael Adams whilst Luke McShane finished 5th.
