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As an active player and organiser, what I expect from my governing body is that they raise money fairly, spend it wisely, and keep me informed about how it spent. As a Director of the ECF I have kept that in mind throughout the past year. We have achieved a great deal as a team.

The British Championships, Canterbury (see David Welch’s report)
We have new ECF / British Championship Facebook and Twitter pages, an emailing list which we employed and which no doubt contributed to a very healthy entry.
Contributions to publicity from David Gilbert
There was experimental but very sucessful live video of Andrew Martin’s commentary from Dave Clayton, and a webcam.
We were grateful for sponsorship from Stagecoach.

ECF Grading and FIDE Rating (see Dave Thomas’s report)
Howard Grist replaced Ray Ryan Foster as IRO in August. 

Dave Thomas is now standing down from the post of Manager of Grading and Rating after a number of years. I should like to thank him for all his hard work and effort during that period, particularly in connection with the major revision of ECF grades which came into effect in 2009.

Counties Championships
After a tricky start, the Counties Championships were steered to a safe harbour by Cyril and Julie Johnson and their team (David Welch, Adrian Elwin, John Shaw, John Wickham, Peter Cresswell for their work as an arbiting team) at Moat College in Leicestershire. It was a successful event, with 58 entries over 7 sections.

Adrian Elwin has been appointed as the National Controller for 2010-2011.

National Club Championships
Julie Johnson ran the NCC efficiently as usual, and received the ECF President’s award this year. Julie has been reappointed Controller for the 2010-2011 event.
Thanks are also due to Guy Greenland & Mike McNaughton as section controllers in the Intermediate & Minor sections respectively. Brian Smith for organising the London end. There were six matches at the finals, and we hope to increase the number of entries this year.


County & District Correspondence Chess Championships
In the Ward-Higgs, the championship event, Sussex with 16/22 took the title for the first time in a decade by ½ point from Essex and defending champions Yorkshire. John Philpott is the controller

Counties Rapidplay and Handicap Championships
The SCCU successfully staged this event, with five teams competing, at Wanstead on 18th September. Essex I were the winners of the main event.

Winton Capital British Problem Solving Championships
The 31st Final of the British Chess Solving Championship, and the 7th sponsored by Winton Capital Management, took place at Oakham School on Saturday, 20th February 2010. Jonathan Mestel, scoring 57.75 out of a possible 65, won his seventeenth title, ahead of David Friedgood in second place, and Colin McNab in third place. The Open Championship, held alongside the closed British Championship and with the same problems to solve, was won by Piotr Mudzia of Poland (the current World Chess Solving Champion). Second place went to Dolf Wissmann of the Netherlands and well-known British junior player Ankush Khandelwal came third.

Adjudications Service
There was a long overdue rise in the cost of adjudications and consequently the amount paid to adjudicators for their work.

BUCA
We provided modest financial support for players to compete in the World Universities Team Championships in Switzerland.

Manager of Chess in Prisons
Sarah Mirawolski was appointed to this post late in the year.

Manager of Women’s Chess
We appointed Ljubica Lazarevic to this post, and she immediately arranged financial support for two girls in the World Universities. She has been actively supporting International Director Lawrence Cooper’s efforts to organise women’s events in Uxbridge and as part of the London Classic.

Other Developments
Facebook, Twitter pages, and increasing use of email
The ECF Grand Prix continued with the sponsorship of CCF Mindgames, and we placed and enhanced list on the website in response to demand.
Introduced the National Master title to the Master Points Scheme and a sponsor, ChessWorld.
We’ve rewritten several important documents



CONCLUSION
I am happy to stand for Home Chess again, and I support the team standing for the board.

AIMS for 2010-2011 should I be elected include;

* supporting weekend congresses around the country in any way I can. This has been a tough year for chess tournaments, but it can be a positive.
* develop enhancements to your grading services
* support great enterprises such as the 4NCL and e2-e4
* promote and develop the National Club Championships and Counties events
* supporting the Chief Executive

Adam Raoof


