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Trial of school chess matches on the internet
We are now conducting a trial of using internet chess servers for inter-school chess matches. If your school would like to take part in this trial please let me know as soon as possible.
ECF Secondary School Rapidplay Chess Tournament

The September one day rapidplay tournament at Eton was very popular with the participating schools. There is a similar event, for 8 board teams, being run on Saturday 1st December in Birmingham (see calendar below). There are also plans for a similar event being held in late March at King’s School, Grantham in Lincolnshire.
On Sunday 10th February 2012 there will be a double event at Eton College for school teams of 6 players. You can enter this event knowing you will be eligible for exactly one of the two sections:
· Teams who have reached the zone final of the National Schools Championships can play in an Elite 5 round rapidplay event. 

· All other teams, who enter the National Schools Championships ‘last chance saloon’.
ECF Afternoon School Tournaments http://englishchess.org.uk/Juniors/teams/schools/
Following the success of the afternoon event recently held at Wilson’s School (Croydon) in June, another event is planned for 21st November. With later start (4.15pm) there have been more entries than before.

If you would like to host such an event for your area do let me know. There are already plans to hold such an event in Bedfordshire in the spring term.
School County Champions

Are you the best secondary school at chess in your county? As far as I know, only 3 counties last season (2011/12) had a competition of at least one match to determine their county champions. Those three counties featured different formats:  

· Surrey had a league with 6 teams in the top division who each played 10 matches;

· Sussex had a single match; and 

· Cumbria had a sequence of 3 afternoon events with 5 schools taking part. 
Do let me know if you had any sort of competition in your county. I have already heard of a couple of other counties who plan to have county champions this academic year.  

Reports of School events

Please find attached a report of the Millfield International held in October 2012. 
The Aldro U13 4 board tournament on Nov 3rd was a close contest. Yateley Manor won with 8½/12, just ahead of Twickenham Prep A team on 8/12 with The Hawthorns third on 7½/12.

ECF Junior Membership
Juniors can join the ECF at a great new rate of only £8. This will allow them the benefits of belonging to the National Chess body and also being able to play in any junior only event with no grading fee. Visit http://www.englishchess.org.uk/?page_id=20558 to find out more and to then join the ECF.

National Schools Chess Championship 2012-13 http://www.nationalschoolschess.org.uk 

Entries have flowed in for this year’s event, with 3 new sponsors, and a new U19 girls tournament (and U11 tournaments). The U19 event has an increased entry of 130 schools who have started playing their fixtures. The U19 Girls event will start in January with one day regional rapidplay finals.
2012-13 Calendar of Secondary School chess team events
Email me at manager.secondary@englishchess.org.uk if you would like to have your event included here:
Sat 17th - Sun 18th Nov J4NCL1 Hinckley Island Hotel contact Mike Truran: mike@truranfamily.co.uk
Wed 21st November 4.15 to 6.30 ECF 4 board afternoon event at Wilson’s School, http://englishchess.org.uk/Juniors/teams/schools/
Sat 1st Dec  Birmingham U18 Invitation Tournament, open to any school at King Edwards School, Edgbaston, Birmingham. Contact: Richard Simpson rick@lagonda.org.uk
Sat 15th Dec National Prep Schools Rapidplay, Aldro School, Godalming, Surrey Contact: David Archer : ArcherD@aldro.org  
19th-20th January 2013 J4NCL2 Hinckley Island Hotel contact Mike Truran: mike@truranfamily.co.uk
Sun 10th February 2013: National Schools Chess Championships Last Chance Saloon at Eton College, including a separate tournament for those who have already qualified for the national stages.
Saturday 9 March 2013 Birmingham Schools One day Under 14 rapidplay Tournament at Solihull School . Contact Andrew Rogers: amrogers1@gmail.com 

Late March 2013 ECF 4 board one day event at King’s School, Grantham, Lincolnshire. Contact Phillip Beckett: phillipbeckett@yahoo.com 
6th-7th April 2013. J4NCL3 Daventry Court Hotel contact Mike Truran: mike@truranfamily.co.uk
12th and 13th October 2013 Millfield International at Millfield School contact Matthew Turner mjt@millfieldschool.com
UK Chess Challenge 2013
Entry forms for the 18th Delancey UK Schools Chess Challenge are now available. Go to http://www.delanceyukschoolschesschallenge.com/enter.html 
I have found this tournament hugely popular with my secondary school pupils. They strive to get to the county Megafinal and become school chess champion. My pupils also enjoy winning their chess badge (though older ones put it in their pocket not on their lapel) and even more the chess mascots. If you have not entered it before do consider entering this year. 
