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ECF Secondary School Rapidplay Chess Tournament

The one day event held at Eton College on Sunday 23rd September was a great success. 15 schools and a total of 112 players took part. The event was won by a strong Haberdasher’s Aske’s School with 30½ points from 36 games. Feedback from schools was very positive, in particular schools enjoyed playing close matches against teams of similar ability and playing many matches on one day. A full report is attached. 
Plans for similar events are being made for early February at Eton College and late March in Lincolnshire. Also there is a similar event being run in Birmingham on December 1st (see calendar below).
National Schools Chess Championship 2012-13 http://www.nationalschoolschess.org.uk 

Entries have flowed in for this year’s event, with 3 new sponsors, and a new U19 girls tournament (and U11 tournaments). In the U19 Open event there are now 115 entries from 88 schools. There is a map of all entries at http://www.nationalschoolschess.org.uk/Pages/ParticipatingSchools.aspx 
ECF Afternoon events http://englishchess.org.uk/Juniors/teams/schools/
Following the success of the afternoon event recently held at Wilson’s School (near Croydon) in June, another event is planned for 21st November. With later start (4.15pm) it is hoped that more schools will be able to take part. Even so it is expected that most entries will be from schools in the Croydon area. 
So if you would like to host such an event for your area do let me know. There are plans to hopefully hold such an event in Bedfordshire in the spring term.
ECF Junior Membership
Juniors can join the ECF at a great new rate of only £8. This will allow them the benefits of belonging to the National Chess body and also being able to play in any junior only event with no grading fee. Visit http://www.englishchess.org.uk/?page_id=20558 to find out more and to then join the ECF.

School County Champions

Are you the best secondary school at chess in your county? As far as I know, only 2 counties this season (2011/12) have had a competition of at least one match to determine their county champions. Those two are Surrey (a league) and Sussex (1 match). Do let me know if you had any sort of competition in your county. I have already heard of a couple of other counties who may have county champions this academic year.

School chess matches on the internet
With travel to away matches being awkward for many schools we are looking at ways of using the internet for school matches. I will be conducting a trial of using internet chess servers for inter-school chess during the autumn term. If your school would like to take part please let me know as soon as possible.
2012-13 Calendar of Secondary School chess team events
Email me at manager.secondary@englishchess.org.uk if you would like to have your event included here:
13th and 14th October: Millfield International at Millfield School contact Matthew Turner mjt@millfieldschool.com
Sat 3rd Nov, 9am to 1pm: Inter school team tournament at Aldro School, Godalming, Surrey for U13, U11 and U9 teams. Contact David Archer ArcherD@aldro.org  
17th-18th Nov J4NCL1  Hinckley Island Hotel contact Mike Truran: mike@truranfamily.co.uk
Wed 21st November 4.15 to 6.30 ECF 4 board afternoon event at Wilson’s School, http://englishchess.org.uk/Juniors/teams/schools/
Sat 1st Dec  Birmingham U18 Invitation Tournament, open to any school at King Edwards School, Edgbaston, Birmingham. Contact: Richard Simpson rick@lagonda.org.uk
Sat 15th Dec National Prep Schools Rapidplay, Aldro School, Godalming, Surrey Contact: David Archer : ArcherD@aldro.org  
19th-20th January 2013 J4NCL2 Hinckley Island Hotel contact Mike Truran: mike@truranfamily.co.uk
Early February 2013: National Schools Chess Championships Last Chance Saloons also including at Eton College a separate tournament for those who have already qualified for the national stages.
Saturday 9 March 2013 Birmingham Schools One day Under 14 rapidplay Tournament at Solihull School . Contact Andrew Rogers: amrogers1@gmail.com 

Late March 2013 ECF 4 board one day event at King’s School, Grantham, Lincolnshire. Contact Phillip Beckett: phillipbeckett@yahoo.com 
6th-7th April 2013. J4NCL3 Daventry Court Hotel contact Mike Truran: mike@truranfamily.co.uk
School Chess Club ideas

With a growing chess club I have found that I have needed extra help in running the club, so I appointed some lower sixth pupils as ‘Chess Mentors’.  I have found that they respond well to the responsibility of helping to run the club, including resolving disputes and tidying up at the end. They don’t need to be the best chess players in the school, just willing to help. They also appreciate that being a school ‘Chess mentor’ is a good thing to have on their UCAS reference. One extra benefit of this is that the mentors could run the club if the teacher was unavailable. 
Finally

You might find that the attached poster from the Maths Department at Leeds University encourages your chess players!

