
Do have a go at solving the following ‘Chess 
Problems’ They are not positions from 
games: they are composed (constructed) for 
enjoyment. White plays up the board in 
each position and you only need to give 
White’s first move. 

‘#1’ means ‘White to play and mate in one 
move.’ 

‘#2’ means ‘White to play and mate in two 
moves.’ 

S#2’ means ‘White to play and force Black 
to mate White on his second move. The 
normal rules of chess apply, but both sides 
are aiming to avoid mating the other! 

 

1) Colin Vaughan (v. BDS) 
Checkmate, 1978 
wdwdwdwd 
dwdpdwIw 
w$wdwdwd 
dwdwdwiw 
wdw$wdpd 
dwdwdw)w 
wdwdwdwd 
dwdwdwdw 

 

1.Rd5# 

#1 
 

 

 

 

2) Colin Vaughan (v. BDS) 
Checkmate, 1978 
wdwdwdw4 
dwdwdwdw 
wdRdwdwd 
dPdk0wdw 
wdwdwdwd 
dwdBdwdw 
wdwdwdwd 
dwdRdwdK 

 

1.Bh7# 

#1 
 

 

 

 

3) Alain C White 
Les Tours de Force sur l'Echiquier, 1906 
wdwdBdwd 
dwdwdwGw 
wdwdwdwd 
dwdPdk0w 
whwdwdw$ 
dwdwdwdw 
wdPdKdwh 
dwdQdwdw 

1.Ke3! () 
  
1...Sf1+ 2.Qxf1# 
1...Sg4+ 2.Qxg4# 
1...Sxc2+ 2.Qxc2# 
1...Sxd5+ 2.Qxd5# 
1...Sf3 2.Qxf3# 
1...Sb else 2.Q(x)d3# 
1...gxh4 2.Qh5# 
1...g4 2.Rh5# 

 

#2 
 

4) Alain C White 
Good Companions Meredith Ty., 1918 
wdwdkdw4 
dwdwdwdp 
w0wdKdwd 
dwdwHwHw 
wdwdwdQd 
dwdw$wdw 
wdwdwdwd 
dwdwdwdw 

 

1.Kf6! (2.Qc8#) 
  
1...Rf8+ 2.Sef7# 
1...0-0+ 2.Sgf7# 
1...Kd8 2.Qd7# 
(1...Kf8 2.Qc8#) 

 

#2 
 

5) Gligor Denkovski 
Novi Temi, 1971 
wdwdwdwd 
dpdwdwdw 
w$wdp0wd 
$ndkhQdw 
w)w0wdwd 
dwdPdr0w 
p0NINdBd 
1rdwGwdw 

1.Bh1! ()  
   
1...Rxe1 2.Sc3+ dxc3# 
1...Rc1 2.Se3+ dxe3# 
1...g2 2.Qxf3+ Sxf3# 
1...exf5 2.Bxf3+ Sxf3# 

 

S#2 
 

For more information about chess problems 
and about the British Chess Problem 
Society, please visit: 

http://www.theproblemist.org 

 


