Application to the British Chess Educational Trust from the Welsh Chess Union (WCU) for:

St Paul’s Church in Wales Primary School

Oakley Place

Grangetown

Cardiff CF11 7EU
Introduction

Chess teaching was established as part of the curriculum at St Paul’s Primary School in Grangetown, Cardiff in September 2011 by the national chess charity, Chess in Schools and Communities (CSC). The school is located in a Communities One area of Wales, which is the category given to the most socially deprived neighbourhoods in the country.

Widespread Participation within the School
Chess has now become very much part of life within the School.  Of the 120 children in Years 3 to 6, 45 participate every week in the After-School Chess Club and, in the Summer Term, more than 80 take part in the School’s Chess Championship which is held within the school day.  The school always participate in external competitions, such as The Delancey UK Schools Chess Challenge, and enter at least an A, B, and C teams in the national team tournaments organised by the WCU.  They also support the individual tournaments organised by the WCU by encouraging their pupils to enter, circulating entry forms to the parents, and having a member of staff present on a weekend day.

National and International Success
The large numbers of pupils playing chess at St Paul’s and the quality of the support they receive has produced some strong players.  In 2012 St Paul’s won the Welsh School Teams Chess Championship – the first state funded school to do so in living memory.  Pupils from St Paul’s are now regularly selected to represent their County and their Region.  When South Wales played teams from the South West and the Midlands recently 30% of the U12 team, which won convincingly, were made up of St Paul’s pupils.  Furthermore, one of their pupils is becoming a world class player in his age group.  Blake Fisher came 9th in the U8 and 14th in the U9 at the British Chess Championship last year, and has now been selected to represent Wales in the European and the World Chess Championships being held in July, August, and December.
Head Teacher Support

The introduction of chess within the school has always had the complete support of the Head Teacher, Mrs Susan Jones.  She says of chess

“We have noticed how chess appeals to children of all abilities, and has certainly contributed to the calm atmosphere in our inner city school. Indeed in a very recent Inspection, Estyn also commented on the benefits of chess in the school for developing the children’s thinking skills and how it enhanced the pupils’ extra-curricular activities.”  (Report published on 1 June 2012)

Mrs Jones has always made herself available to promote the benefits of chess.  She has been interviewed on BBC Radio Wales, and emphasises the role chess plays in her school to visiting MPs and Councillors.  In December 2011 she organised for the School’s Christmas outing to be to the London Classic, and she makes the school’s premises available free of charge during half-terms and holidays for chess training days which are open to children from all schools.  Furthermore, she has organised groups of pupils to visit nearby schools to encourage chess to be embraced there also, and has persuaded the local Rotary Club to supply £300 worth of chess equipment to three schools in the Cardiff Bay area each year.

Timothy and Sarah Kett

Coaches with CSC at St Paul’s
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The Barnet Knights Mission Statement us attached below

My name is Rob Willmoth.  I took over the running of Barnet Knights in
Sept 2011.


Since then the club has seen a number of positive changes. In addition
to this, indiividual children have claimed a number of prestigious
trophies , such as British under 9 champions , National Schools
champions , London Junior U9 1st and second place Various Terafinal
Ultimo winners , Bronze medals in the European schools championship (
a feet not achieved in this country for many a year). Currently five
children so far have qualified to represent England in the World
Schools championships in 2013.

If i may quote Martin Luther King's famous quote. ' I have a dream'  .
When I played chess as a child many moons ago , the strength of
junior chess in the late teenage years was much stronger than it is
now.  My dream is to bring back this success using Barnet Knights as
the tool to achieve this goal.  For this to be a success I will be
providing the atmosphere and training designed to retain players once
they reach secondary school age, providing a forum for the very
strongest players to flourish.

I cannot do this alone. The most important factor in attaining this
goal is the belief of parents. Once children go to secondary school ,
many requirements change for their children. I need the parents to
ensure their children still attend the club.  I want to be able to
develop through the club children who will become stronger than myself
, hopefully to become FIDE , International or grandmasters of the
future)


The Improvements that i have added to barnet Knights since i joined.

1) Weekly tournament game that are graded with the English Chess
federation. Trophies given out termly.
2) I have brought in more coaches and as a result i have the folliwng
training groups established.  a) beginners (grade 0 to 40) b)
intermediate (grade 40 to 70) c) Advanced ( grade 70 to 100) d) elite
graded (100 - 150)
3) In order to ensure that these training session are taught at the
right level i have a base sylabus which has been expanded from the
dutch steps method with additions from numerous other authors
4) New website designed to make the club look and feel more professionally run
5) The Club has joined the adult Middlesex league playing against
older and stronger adults. There have been numerous notable results
such as David Xu (119) beating a 165 in 21 moves. Luke Remus Elliott
(115) beating a 172 grade. On paper we were expected to lose every
game in the league.  What actually happended is that the juniors
raised their games and we won numerous games and some matches.  At the
start of the season we collated some stats based on the average grade
performace of the whole team. In Sept 2012 the team were playing at an
average strength of 91. By Only 6 months later this average strength
had increased to 137. A spectacular increase in such a short time.
6) Club membership has expanded from 32 members to 128 members.

Plan for the Future
1) To start an over 150 grade training group.
2) To start an over 180 training group
3) In Sept 2013 Barnet Knights will join the 4NCL adult league for the
first time for the strongest juniors in the club
4) In Sept 2013 Barnet Knights will join the junior 4ncl for the
players in the club graded lesss than 100
5) To add to the website an ebook opening library
6) To move venue so that the club can expand further and so that the
top players can be segregated during their tournament games,

Regards Rob

SOUTHERN COUNTIES CHESS UNION

FOUNDED 1892

Citation for the British Chess Educational Trust

Ravenscroft Primary School,
Carson Road, 
Canning Town, 
London E16 4BD

Chess teaching was established as part of the curriculum at Ravenscroft Primary School in Newham, East London in June 2010 by the national chess charity, Chess in Schools and Communities (CSC). Their current tutor is FM Jerzy Dybowski, who has recently replaced WFM Sabrina Chevannes, one of the country’s most esteemed chess coaches. The school is located in Canning Town, which is generally acknowledged to be one of the most socially deprived neighbourhoods in the UK.

Alison Sharp, the headteacher at Ravenscroft, has given the scheme her complete support. After the 4th London Chess Classic, Mrs Sharp wrote that:

“This initiative is tremendously powerful in terms of raising our pupils' confidence and aspirations. I am proud of our pupils - they are so enthusiastic and dedicated. It is a privilege to be able to see the impact it is having on them.”

On 1st April 2013, Mrs Sharp was featured on the Radio 4 PM programme, where she explained some of the benefits of chess.

The impact that regular coaching was having on her bright young students became clear after only three weeks, when six were selected to attend the Newham Primary School Championships held at St. Luke’s Primary School in Canning Town. Despite this being the children’s first foray into the world of competitive chess, Ravenscroft Primary School walked away with the trophy for first place. By September 2010, the chess programme was in full swing at Ravenscroft, with Sabrina teaching three classes on the Wednesday afternoon, two of which were during school hours. At the end of the term, Ravenscroft took 18 children to the 2nd London Chess Classic at Olympia Conference Centre, where a national primary schools’ tournament was held alongside the exclusive main event. Once again they played exceptionally and walked away with the 3rd place trophy, a remarkable achievement. 

Chess became so popular at Ravenscroft that they felt compelled to share their love of the game with the people of Newham. In January 2011 they hosted a family chess day, in which the parents all received a lesson from Sabrina Chevannes and subsequently played against their children. In April 2011, Ravenscroft hosted the inaugural CSC Newham Chess Tournament, and won the 2nd place trophy. Their enthusiasm for chess led them to be invited to an event held at the Houses of Parliament in October 2011, organised by Chess in Schools and Communities and hosted by Rachel Reeves, the Member of Parliament for Leeds West. The boys and girls had the opportunity to meet former world champion Garry Kasparov and to play against Grandmasters Nigel Short and Jonathan Rowson, an experience which they enjoyed immensely. 

Due to chess’s popularity with children from Ravenscroft, they have been able to take part in numerous high profile competitions with marked success, especially in the Delancey UK Chess Challenge. As recently as March 2013 a Ravenscroft pupil had another tournament success, when Abida Hyatt won the U11 girls’ section at the 4th Newham primary school invitational championship. Such successes have led to the chess programme being covered frequently in the national media. This includes a feature in the education section of BBC News’ website and two stories on BBC Breakfast, whilst some of Sabrina’s lessons have been filmed for the Sky One’s ‘Winners’.
There is now a waiting list for the chess club at Ravenscroft Primary School, with numbers having increased from sixteen, in June 2010, to over one hundred.

Malcolm Pein, Chief Executive, Chess in Schools and Communities 

David Sedgwick, on behalf of the Southern Counties Chess Union

28th April 2013
The Bury Knights Junior Chess Club was formed in September 1992 by local chess players Bob Jones and Scott Taylor.  At its first meeting, an amazing 142 children turned up to join.  Bob Jones, an ECF Accredited Coach, is still the Club Organiser and reckons he has seen over 2000 children through the club in the intervening years.  Bury St Edmunds has a population of only 30,000, so a high proportion of local people now know how to play chess.

The club meets every Friday evening at a local school.  At the start of every school year in September an Introductory Evening is held, with all local primary and middle schools (up to year 8) being sent letters and flyers to distribute to interested pupils.  Usually, 20 to 30 new members are found through this method, helping to maintain high membership levels.  Current membership stands at 45, of which 25% are girls.  The average attendance in the Spring Term 2013 has been 34.

Over the years many successes have been recorded for its members, including representation for England at Under 11 level.  The present ‘star’ is Anita Somton, who will represent England at the forthcoming World Schools Championship in Greece, in May.  Last year, aged only 7, she reached the UK Chess Challenge Terafinal.

At the recent Under 11 Zone Finals in Northampton, Bury Knights JCC contributed 12 of the 20-board team.  Members are current Suffolk Champions at five different age-groups.

Several local adult chess players, as well as some parents, attend regularly and assist with the coaching and general supervision.  Children play in structured leagues, with promotion and relegation from each division.  Elo ratings are maintained for all members, and updated every month.  All results at the club, as well as any played in local leagues, tournaments etc., are included.  This gives the child an active awareness of their progress.  Annual targets are set, in consultation with each child.  Many are not only attained, but exceeded by hundreds of points.  Last season the highest achiever gained over 350 rating points.

A 16-page newsletter, ‘NewsKnight’ is produced and distributed to each member at the end of each term.  A website is maintained by a former parent at www.buryknightschess.org.uk and many new members are found as a result of internet searches.  A committee consisting of parents and organisers meets twice a year to ensure the club’s financial stability and to monitor its activities.  The committee also helps to organise an annual junior congress, which regularly attracts over 100 children from East Anglia.

Every effort is made to communicate with local schools and several have invited Bob Jones to come to their school to give presentations and occasionally, to give simultaneous displays.

A close link is maintained with the Bury St Edmunds (adult) chess club.  During the summer months, the older Bury Knights members are encouraged to attend, thereby gaining experience of playing against seasoned adults.  Several members already play in the adult leagues, gaining early maturity in chess as well as in a biological sense.

On Friday nights the Bury Knights Junior Chess Club hums with excitement, as its members enthusiastically play chess, study problems and receive structured coaching.  Its financial future is secure, thanks to recent fundraising activities, a surplus from a junior congress and support from supermarket giant Waitrose through their ‘green token’ scheme.
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Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School

Hall Lane 

Liverpool L7 8TQ
Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School is in inner city Liverpool and had no chess activity or previous chess experience until they were contacted by Chess and Schools and Communities in 2010. The head teacher embraced the scheme whole heartedly and in September, John Gorman began a one hour session on a weekly basis.

The school sent delegates to a CSC Chess Teacher Training Course and soon after the head teacher allocated some school funds to bring John Gorman in for an extra morning each week so that more children could benefit from learning chess.

In October 2011, children from Sacred Heart were accompanied by teachers, parents and coaches to a national chess event at the Houses of Parliament organised by Chess in Schools and Communities and hosted by Rachel Reeves MP, Member of Parliament for Leeds West,. The boys and girls had the opportunity to meet former world champion Gary Kasparov and to play against Grandmasters Nigel Short and Jonathan Rowson: 

See http://www.chessinschools.co.uk/news_2012.htm  and  http://www.chessinschools.co.uk/project.liverpool.htm
Children from Sacred Heart have also attended the London Chess Classic.

Chess Achievements

Currently Sacred Heart has over 100 active players in 5 year groups. In the 2011/12 season, the school entered 23 boys and girls for the Oldham Megafinal of the Delancey UK Schools Chess Challenge, and 4 pupils qualified for the national Gigafinal at Derby. One pupil, Emily Adams, won her age group. This was remarkable as the children had only been receiving lessons for just over a term. More success followed at the 2011 Gigafinal and pupils also competed with success at the EPSCA Rapidplay. Great credit goes to the children and the coach John Gorman for remarkable advances in such a short space of time. It's worth noting that in the Mega Final the Sacred Heart children had to face competition from the 3Cs CC one of the leading junior clubs in the UK.

The head teacher, Charles Daniels, is an enthusiastic supporter of chess in the Merseyside area and now works with the Merseyside Chess Association, hosting an after school club and also MCA junior tournaments. Previously the MCA organiser Cathy Rothwell had only worked with children in Southport and now she has children from different schools available for her squad.

