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REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR OF HOME CHESS

The Darwin Strategic British Championships, Sheffield

Thanks to the combined efforts of the team, this was a tremendous and, for some, surprising success. We had a very healthy 951 entries and the strongest Championship event ever held. Mickey Adams (British Champion after a playoff with Nigel Short) and Jovanka Houska (British and English Women’s Champion) won the top titles.

ECF Grading and FIDE Rating
On the grading front, Carl Hibbard will be stepping down from managing the grading database and is in the process of transferring the running of the grading site to Mike Bennett and there will be a standard play grading list out in January for the first time. Our thanks go to him for all his work on the database and also the EC Forum, which will continue under his stewardship.

On the FIDE rating side, a fair number of players have taken up ECF membership for the first time in order to comply with our regulations. The number of active FIDE rated players went up from 754 in March 2010 to 835 in March 2011.

Counties Championships (Adrian Elwin)
59 teams qualified for the Knockout phase of the Counties Championship. Unfortunately there were 3 defaults, 1 in each of the Open, Under 160 and the Under 120 competitions. In addition, 3 matches were played over a reduced number of boards to avoid further defaults.
The finals of all competitions were again held at Moat College in Leicester with the same control team as for the last few years, Dave Welch, John Shaw and John Wickham. Family illness prevented Peter Cresswell from helping as he did last year. Cyril and Julie provided the refreshments. My thanks to all concerned for their usual excellent job.

All the finals were very hard-fought with 5 of the 7 matches having a 2 points or less margin of victory and with 7 different counties each winning a competition.

Congratulations to Surrey on their first Open victory since 1954

National Club Championships (Julie Johnson)
The entry held at 42 clubs (the same as the previous two years). Julie Johnson has already distributed the entry form for this year’s tournament.

County & District Correspondence Chess Championships (John Philpott)
In the Ward-Higgs, the championship event, defending champions Sussex who had taken the title the previous season for the first time in a decade, retained the title with a score of 16/22, one point ahead of Essex and Yorkshire.  The introduction of webserver play on a number of boards was successful and this approach will be extended.  However, the attritional reduction in entries (most commonly where a County correspondence captain stands down and no successor can be found) means that some restructuring of the divisions is likely to be necessary.

Counties Rapidplay and Handicap Championships
The SCCU will stage this event again, at Wanstead, Essex, on 24th September 2011 and four teams are expected to participate.  


Winton Capital British Problem Solving Championships (Brian Stephenson)
Malcolm Pein reports on the British Chess Solving Championship took place on 26th February at Oakham School.  The final of the 2010-11 Winton Capital British Chess Solving Championship took place on 26th February at Oakham School. A strong field included four Grandmasters of Problem Solving; reigning World Champion John Nunn, ex-World Champion Jonathan Mestel, and guest solvers Dolf Wissmann from Holland and Eddy van Beers from Belgium.

Nunn was victorious again, solving 12 out of the 13 problems. Nunn's latest triumph means that he holds 4 major titles simultaneously; World Champion, European Champion, British Champion and Champion of the International Solving Contest, a unique feat.

Adjudications Service (Philip Clemow)
This does still exist, though no report of the activity has been received.

BUCA (Alex Holowczak)
We had 12 teams of 4 from 11 Universities, an increase of two Universities from the previous year. The 2011 event was won by Oxford.

Manager of Chess in Prisons (Sarah Mirawolski)
Facilitation of new chess club in HMP Leeds
Reporting from the staff re chess and its influence on the prison population both learning chess and taking part in the chess club. Visit arranged to HMP Leeds to view the chess club and discuss the role and outcomes of learning and playing chess with both staff and population.

Programme
Continuing development of e-chess in prisons educational programme.
Discussion and development with various members of the prison reform and prison education charities and organisations with regard to a programme roll out in selected establishments with support from both sets of organisations.

Relationship Development
Ongoing discussion with various governmental departments and prison reform and education charities.
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