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Is it checkmate?

In each of these pictures, it’s black’s turn to move. You have to work out whether black 

is in checkmate or not.

Once you’ve worked it out, tick ‘yes’ if you think it’s checkmate and ‘no’ if it isn’t.

If it’s not checkmate, please also show a move that black can make by drawing an

Remember - look out for Capturing, Blocking and moving the king Away.

➊ ➌➋

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

➒➑➐

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

➏➎➍

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

Is it checkmate?

Only two of the positions are actually checkmate! How did you get on?

A lot of people think puzzles 3, 6, 7 or 9 are checkmate, because the piece that gets 

black out of check is a long way away. Always remember to look at the whole board!

Position  is stalemate - black has no legal moves.

But position 4 isn’t stalemate - although the black king can’t go anywhere, black has 

loads of other pieces that can move.

a22222222s
4t+*W V*T5
4+v+*M*O*5
4o+o+*+*O5
4+o+*+ +*5
4 +*+nPq+5
4+bP*+*+*5
4pP*+l+pP5
4R*Br+*K*5
d88888888f

a22222222s
4 +*+ +*T5
4O*+*N*+*5
4 O*P*L*+5
4+*+*+ +*5
4 +*+ +*P5
4+*+*+*+*5
4bB*+*+*+5
4+*+m+*K*5
d88888888f

a22222222s
4r+*+ +*+5
4+oL*+*+o5
4 +*Q*+*+5
4+pPo+ +*5
4 +*P +*+5
4+*+*+*+*5
4 +*+nPo+5
4+*+*+*K*5
d88888888f

➊ ➌➋

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

a22222222s
4r+*MlV*T5
4+o+*OoOo5
4 +*O*+*M5
4+bO*+ +w5
4 +*+p+v+5
4+*+q+n+*5
4 Pp+*PpP5
4+nB*K*+r5
d88888888f

a22222222s
4 +*T +l+5
4O*O*+oQ*5
4 O*+v+*O5
4+*W*+ +n5
4 +*+ +*P5
4+p+*+p+*5
4 Kp+r+*+5
4+*+*+*T*5
d88888888f

a22222222s
4 +*+ +*+5
4+*+*+*+o5
4 +*+*QoL5
4+*+r+ +*5
4 O*+ +*P5
4+p+*P*P*5
4p+*+*Pk+5
4+*+*+*+*5
d88888888f

➒➑➐

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

a22222222s
4 +*+ +*+5
4+o+*+*Oq5
4 +*+*O*+5
4+*+*+ +l5
4 +w+ +*+5
4P*+*Bp+p5
4 Pv+*+p+5
4+*+*+*+k5
d88888888f

a22222222s
4 W*+ L*+5
4O*O*+*+t5
4 O*+q+*N5
4+*+*+ +*5
4 +*+ +*+5
4Pb+*+*+*5
4 P*+*+*+5
4+k+*+*R*5
d88888888f

a22222222s
4 +*+ +*+5
4+b+q+*+*5
4 +*+*+n+5
4+*+*L +*5
4 +*+ +*+5
4+*+*+*+*5
4 +*+*+*+5
4+k+*+*+*5
d88888888f

➏➎➍

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate

[   ] Yes, it is checkmate

[   ] No, it’s not checkmate


