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President’s Award for Services to Chess

We have three recipients this year:

Ian Pheby

I (Kevin Thurlow) wish to nominate Ian Pheby. He has been a tireless worker for chess for many years. Here is his CV ...

London Civil Service, Post Office and Municipal Chess League  

Committee member since early 1970s, including Individual Tournament Organiser, Grader, 

League Recorder, then Senior Recorder (Senior Recorder is equivalent of League Secretary – at one stage one person ran 3 divisions, someone else ran 3, and the SR oversaw them.) The Senior Recorder also makes the fixtures (without help of software), which is not easy for several divisions. He collates results, arranges adjudications, league tables, deals with disputes etc. He also produces the 36-page “Handbook”, which contains club details, fixtures and rules, and is supplied to all players in the CS League. 

Vice-Chairman 1984-88. 

Chairman since 1989. 

Vice-President 2000 onwards.

He has been Senior Recorder since 1982 and Chairman for 20 years, and also did the grading job at the same time for several years! 

Civil Service Chess Association (the National body) 

Vice-Chairman 1984-88. 

Chairman 1989-2008. 

Vice-President 2000 onwards.

Also prepared the budget and applied for grants from Civil Service Sports Council for last few years.

International Correspondence Chess Federation 

Tournament Director 2006-present. 

Member of the BFCC Committee who organised the 2009 ICCF Congress in Leeds.

Presented with his International Arbiter Title at the 2009 ICCF Congress.

Essex 

3rd team captain 1977-79.

Grader 1979-1991.

Member of League Management Committee for several years.

Government Chemist’s Chess Club  

Match captain (and other posts) 1970 -1988, for a number of years but not every year.

Won club championship.

UNATS Chess club 

Committee member 1992 – 2003, Vice-Chairman 1996-2003

(UNATS is for players without a departmental team.)

Grays Chess Club 

Founder member 1975.

Chairman for 9 years 1976-83 and 1991.

Vice President 1992 onwards.

8 times club champion.

Organised and gave coaching.

Redhill and Reigate Chess Club

Captain of 1st team for several years in the 1980s.

3 times club champion, also won knockout competition.

He has been a tireless worker for chess and has always performed with the utmost efficiency. He wants things done properly and expects high standards of those around him. He expects compliance with the rules of competition and he has been prepared to risk unpopularity by enforcing them, when necessary. Note that he has not only held multiple posts concurrently within one organisation, he has also held posts in several organisations at once. If Ian takes a job on, you know it will be done properly, and he is always willing to help others if they find difficulties with their posts.

He still plays ‘over the board’ chess to a good (County) standard and has helped various clubs to win trophies. He now mainly plays Correspondence Chess and is a Senior International Master, and awaits his final Grandmaster Norm. He also played Board 1 for England at CC in the 6th European Team Championship Finals 2004-2008.

Stephen Rigby

For the 2009 ECF President's award, I would like to nominate Stephen Rigby, founder and chairman of 3Cs chess club in Oldham, which this year celebrates its 30th anniversary.
 
It was in 1979 that Steve, along with Roy Williams, founded the ''Children's Chess Club of Oldham'', after they had been told that already established chess clubs did not wish to accept children into their midst.
 
An Oldham under-11s team was formed, although its first match against Manchester ended in a disastrous 23-1 defeat.  Disappointed but not discouraged, Steve and Roy worked to improve the team's performance, but it took a friendly fixture against ''Wenlock Wizards'' to find the key to the Oldham team's future.  The Wizards, a primary school team in Gorton, Manchester, played against adults!  That was the way to improve the childrens' level of skill and to this day that has been the blueprint for the Oldham club - now nationally and Internationally known as 3Cs.
 
The club draws its members mainly from teams competing in the Oldham Schools' League, although every child is welcomed into the club, irrespective of skill level.  Coaches are on hand to develop young talent and as the childrens' skill improves, they are given early opportunities to play in the local adult leagues.
 
3Cs now have four teams in the Manchester League, where the first team has won the Division 1 League Championship for the past five seasons, whilst two other teams compete in the Bury & Rochdale League.
 
Many players who have come through the 3Cs' ranks continue to give their support to the club by coaching the new batch of youngsters, including FIDE Master Adam Ashton; Candidate Master Alan Walton; Former British under-14s' Champion Dale James and ECF coach Phil Adams.
 
Heading this list is Stephen Gordon, who has recently become England's most recent Grandmaster, and who started his chess career as a 6 year old at 3Cs, with Steve Rigby being his first ever coach.
 
Steve is still doing the same for the current club members, whose number continue to grow.  Indeed the club have recently managed to purchase new premises so as to accommodate the ever increasing membership - weekly club nights are now attracting over 80 children from 6 years old upwards.
 
Apart his dedication to 3Cs, Steve also organises the Oldham Primary Schools teams at under-9 and under-11 levels, and runs the local Mega final for the British Land Chess Challenge.
 
Therefore in 3Cs' 30th anniversary year, which has already seen them move into their own premises and produce their very own home-grown Grandmaster, it would seem appropriate to honour the person who began the club and still continues to encourage more children to discover the game of chess - Stephen Rigby.
 
David Anderton
As this is Gerry Walsh’s last year as President it was considered appropriate that he be allowed to choose someone to receive the award. Gerry has worked with David for all his time with BCF and ECF and has selected him due to his tireless and selfless devotion to both BCF and ECF over many years. 

Most of you will know David and will agree that this is a well deserved award. It is fair to state that David’s assistance over the years has been invaluable and that without it many areas of the Federation would have found it difficult, if not impossible, to operate. 

Club of the Year

St Albans Chess Club

St Albans Chess Club has been in existence for well over 100 years. The first recorded Minutes covered the AGM held at the Temperance Hotel, London Road, St Albans on 17 Oct 1897.  (There were 22 members and the annual subscription was 5 shillings). However the earliest record of the existence of the Club occurs in a book on chess in Bedfordshire by Dickens and White.  Records are given of matches played by St Albans and Luton on 14 Nov and 19 Dec 1878, and against Dunstable in 1885, 89, 93 and 94.  The 1889 match was actually played by telephone.

Our adult membership currently stands at just over 40 players. We are the largest chess club in Herts, but that doesn’t stop us from being one of the friendliest as well. We are always on the lookout to welcome new members. Our venue offers spacious, comfortable conditions, and a bar!

As part of our recruitment drive this year, we invited IM Paul Littlewood to give a simultaneous display one night before the start of the season. This was a big success, not just in terms of the chess (he had to work hard for his points!) but also helped us to pick up some new members.

Nowadays the club plays most of its matches under the auspices of the Herts League. There are currently 15 clubs in the league, providing about 50 teams of 5 players, in 7 divisions. St Albans has 7 teams; these are in divisions 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, and 7. We therefore cater for the complete spectrum of players; our members’ grades run from 198 to 28). 

The Herts League also runs a knockout competition in 4 sections (Open, U150, U125 and U100). Our U100 team won their final (against Watford), and the Open team are hoping to repeat this result (against Hertford).

This year we decided to enter the National Club competitions, after an absence of a few years. Our Minor (U125) team did not fare too well, but the Major (U160) team has just managed to qualify for the final!

In 1999 / 2000 we started a junior section, the St Albans Early Knights, which now has a membership of about 25. They play friendly and internal competition games, as well as qualifiers for Mike Basman’s UK Chess Challenge. The stronger juniors also play in one of our Herts League teams. This year we have instituted a coaching scheme for juniors (and adults!) with IM Lorin d’Costa.

In 1951, a Mr Cheshire of Watford Chess Club presented a board to be played for annually between St Albans and Watford.  In more recent years Watford have tended to have the better of the encounters, typically over 20 boards, played before the start of the League season in October. However this season we got our revenge!

Our internal Club competitions have taken place annually since 1900, when the first trophy (the Silver Rook) was purchased. The most frequent recorded winner of the trophy is Jeremy Fraser-Mitchell (9 times and counting), although Norman Lavers won it frequently during the late 1950’s and 1960’s, so may have won it more often.

The club organises a very successful weekend congress, the weekend before Easter, which typically attracts about 200 people. The congress celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2007. One of the reasons for its success (besides of course the control team of St Albans members!) is the venue at St Albans Boys School, next to the Abbey Gateway. Not only does this provide good playing conditions, it is also very conveniently located for the amenities (i.e. pubs!) in the town centre.

A recent initiative by the club has been the playing of international matches. The first of these were on the 9th and 10th of February 2001, in Amsterdam. The trip was an outstanding success and we have gone on to visit Dublin, Amsterdam twice more, Rome twice, Barcelona, Brussels, Den Haag and Berlin. Now the tourists are eagerly anticipating next year's trip!!! We have also entertained a team from De Uil (Hillegom, The Netherlands), and conducted a telephone match with CREB (Brussels).

St Albans Chess Club members not only play lots of chess, they also are involved with chess organisation. Three of the officials of the Herts Chess Association (including the Treasurer and Open match captain + Herts congress organiser) are St Albans members, as are approximately half the helpers at the Herts Megafinal. The St Albans congress has already been mentioned. And finally, there is “Il Capo”, whose duties with the ECF prevent him from playing as much chess as he would like!

Small Club of the Year
St Helens Chess Club
St Helens Chess Club meets throughout the year at the Sprayhurst Social Club in St Helens.  We have 18 members and play in the Warrington and District Chess League and the Richard Furness 400 League.  All members who regularly play in these matches are ECF members.

 

Although we currently only have 18 players graded from 168 down to 22, we enter 3 league teams  and 5 cup teams in the Warrington and District Chess League (requiring a minimum 15 players) and 2 teams in the Richard Furness 400 League (requiring a minimum of 8 players).  The Warrington League teams are split using a traditional grading strength criterion, but the Richard Furness 400 League teams have a grading cap of 400 points for 4 players, this helps to create a good social mix between the highest and lowest graded players and is very influential in creating a team spirit and comradely in the club that we are all very proud of.

 

This season we had an excellent performance finishing 1st and 2nd in the Richard Furness 400 League and were challenging for the Warrington League first division title up until the final 2 minutes of the season.

 

The club continues throughout the summer after the league season has ended, when we run an 8 round ECF graded Swiss tournament to decide our club champion.  We would normally expect at least 15 of our members to play in this tournament, which again helps to merge the players from different teams.  The spirit that we have created within the club is also evident throughout the season when A-Team players turn out to watch C-Team matches and vice-versa, something that we are noticing is becoming less common amongst other clubs.

 

On non-match nights our head-coach conducts training sessions.  This can take many forms, be it demo-board analysis, individual or group work, a selection of positions spread across the playing hall or consultation games.

 

We have no formal policies relating to junior members apart from them being accompanied by an adult.  This appears to be working as St Helens Chess Club sent 2 juniors to the 2008 Glorney Cup, had 2 juniors regularly playing in its Warrington League 1st Division team, and last summer crowned a junior as club champion.  If a player's grade and/or performance suggest that they are good enough, we treat them that way.

 

Club members also support the local congresses and can regularly be found at the more local congresses, but sometimes also at those congresses that require travel and an overnight stay.  We were very proud to have 7 players compete in the various competitions at last years British Championships, and we also sent 5 players to the EU Open too.

 

Moving away from the competitive side of chess to the more social side of the club, we have a social membership category for those who do not want to play chess competitively and arrange non-competitive activities.  These have included Christmas Fun nights where for example, bishops took on the properties of a knight randomly during the game, and a quiz night after the 8 competitive rounds of the club championship.  We generally have at least half a dozen members turn up on match nights who are not playing in the match.

 

We also have a website, www.sthelenschessclub.co.uk which members use to keep each other informed about recent and forthcoming events, share games, etc.  We understand that this website is also used by other league members to keep track of recently played league match results.
Magazine of the Year

This year we only received one nomination and as it was on excellent quality we decided to make the award to “En Passant” the magazine of Norfolk County Chess Association. The editor is John Charman and this will be the third time that his magazine has won this award. This is a fitting tribute to John as the 1st October issue will be his last.

Website of the Year
This continues to be a popular award with several websites nominated. The standard of the websites improves each year which makes the job of judging harder. When considering the websites we now look for one that offers something more than the others. The one that attracted us was that for the Leeds Chess Club which had all we felt that a Chess Website should have and also had some excellent links and interactive area:

 

http://www.leedschessclub.org  
Congress of the Year
 

No citations were received this year.

BCET

We received a nomination from SCCU for Hamilton School and this award has been made. I hope to confirm that a further nomination, this from NCCU, is approved at the meeting.
John Wickham

Awards Committee Chair
