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ELECTION ADDRESS BY NIGEL SHORT AS CANDIDATE FOR FIDE/ECU DELEGATE

If elected to the above post, I intend to:

1) WORK WITH THE ECF TO RAISE SPONSORSHIP IN ENGLAND

Sponsors are attracted by big names. As England’s best known chess player, I am well placed to work with the ECF Board, and the new incoming President in particular, to bring much needed sponsorship into English chess.

2) BRING MONEY-SPINNING EVENTS TO ENGLAND

Certain tournaments, like the European Youth Championships, are immensely profitable for the organising nation – which is why competition to host these events, among Greece, Montenegro, Spain, Turkey, France etc.  is so fierce. Hundreds of children, along with a vast array of coaches, parents and siblings, have to be accommodated and victualed for the best part of a fortnight. With such vast expenditure, it is easy to see why six figure profits are by no means uncommon.

I fear the current ECF Delegate to FIDE, in his capacity as Deputy President of the ECU, has squandered an enormous opportunity not only to burnish the ECF’s prestige by bringing such events to our shores, but also to significantly bolster the federation’s finances. 
3) BRING OPENNESS, COMPETENCE AND ENERGY TO THE POST OF ECF DELEGATE TO FIDE

The job of ECF Delegate is an immensely important one. FIDE decisions affect all chess players, but disproportionately those who play international chess -professional players, in particular. 
Astonishingly, our current Delegate, rarely, if ever consults with the very people whom these FIDE decisions affect. For example, this gross negligence led to Michael Adams withdrawing from the World Cup, when FIDE changed the competition rules adversely mid-cycle, without a murmur of protest from the ECF Delegate. Unfortunately, not even the Delegate’s admirers have a clue how he votes on a vast array of subjects. Not only is he effectively unaccountable, he is inactive, to the point of being inert. 

It is thus no surprise that the overwhelming majority of England’s chess elite, including the entire national team, publicly endorse me. It is my duty to represent all English players, but unless we provide an environment where talent can thrive, the game in our country will be condemned to rank mediocrity.
