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REPORT OF THE BOARD TO COUNCIL - OCTOBER 2020

Approved by the Board in September 2020. The Report of the Board to Council and the Strategy
and Business Plan document are included for the historical record and do not necessarily represent
the latest state of affairs in all cases

INTRODUCTION

This report has, as last year, been prepared in accordance with the recommendation of the
Independent Constitutional and Governance Review Commission that “instead of individual Directors
reporting to Council, there should be a single report of the Board, approved by it beforehand”. The
report focuses on what has been achieved during 2019/2020. The Board has reviewed the Strategy
and Business Plan document, also included in the papers to Council, and has made a few changes,
mainly to reflect the effect of the Covid-19 pandemic and the increased focus on online chess. The
Board is happy that that document sets out the Board’s proposed direction of travel over the coming
years and the objectives that the Board has set itself for 2020/2021 and beyond.

REVIEW OF THE YEAR

There can be no doubt that this year has been extremely difficult for the ECF. The arrival of the Covid-
19 pandemic has had a devastating effect on the ECF, both operationally and financially. As a result
of the latest measures announced by HM Government the return of over the board chess in any
significant way looks more remote than ever. We are keeping developments under close review and
publish regular updates — together with our best interpretation as to what HM Government’s
pronouncements are intended to say. Our sincere thanks go to all our members who have shown
such faith in the ECF by renewing their memberships even though over the board chess has ‘hit the
buffers’; the Board is most grateful to them. Despite those members’ best efforts, however, we still
face serious financial difficulties if the current crisis extends too far into 2021, and we exhort Council
members to encourage their constituents who have not yet renewed their memberships to do so, if
at all possible, recognising of course that many people are facing financial difficulties in these
unprecedented times. We believe it is vital that the ECF’s core infrastructure is protected so that
when the Covid-19 pandemic abates the ECF will emerge all the stronger.

Despite our present troubles much has been achieved. Until the arrival of the Covid-19 pandemic it
was very much ‘business as usual’ for the ECF, and it was also good to see non-ECF over the board
events such as the Hastings Congress, the UK Chess Challenge, the London Chess Classic the 4NCL
continue to flourish — as they will again. If there has been a silver lining to the Covid-19 cloud, it has
been the opportunity that the cessation of over the board chess has given many of our hard-working
volunteers to turn their attention to developmental initiatives that will serve us well in the future in
particular in the online chess and grading/rating arenas.

* We have carried out a full review of our operations, with some difficult decisions having to be made.

We have reduced office staffing to two members of staff, reduced administration costs, given notice
on our lease so that we can move to a smaller office, home working or a combination of both, brought
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much of our bookkeeping in-house, insourced the company secretarial function, successfully
negotiated moving the contract for the 2020 British Championships at Torquay to next year and saved
costs by moving Board and Council meetings onto Zoom. Despite our best efforts, the restoration of
the ECF’s finances to a reserves level of £100k or so will have to be put on hold for the foreseeable
future, and it may be that despite our best efforts we will need to call on external sources of funds
such as the Permanent Invested Fund to see us through the current crisis. Furlough funding and
grants from HM Government and the local council respectively have been invaluable in helping us
cover, at least in part, the shortfall in membership income.

e We have made good progress in relocating the library to De Montfort University Leicester — the
collection has been valued, contracts have been signed, and we anticipate that the collection will be
moved later this year. Should by some remote mischance the collection not be moved before our
present lease expires the collection will be put into store until such time as the move can be made.

* The new monthly rating system has been successfully launched. Further developments are planned,
but the lion’s share of the work on the main system has been completed. The Board’s sincere thanks
go to the team of volunteers, ably steered by Dave Thomas, Nigel Towers and Brian Valentine, who
have given so freely of their time and effort to bring the project home. If the main thing that people
have found to complain about so far is the rating database’s colour scheme, that is probably a good
indication of a successful piece of work! The next significant piece of work is to integrate monthly
online rating into the main system, and this work is scheduled for later this year and the early part of
2021.

* Much good work has gone into developing the ECF’s online chess presence. The ECF Online Clubs
facility is now well established on chess.com and lichess.org and continues to grow steadily with
around 5,000 members across various platforms and regular club events on a daily basis, while the
regular Junior and Women’s Online Clubs competitions and events are supported by more than 500
members. The ECF Online area of the ECF website is now well established with information as to how
to join clubs, details of events, online news, and details of how to get events rated. The online rating
system now well established with six months’ worth of live ratings produced on a monthly basis, at
standard, rapid and blitz time controls. A series of highly successful national competitions has been
organised, including the English Online Blitz Championship, the English Online Chess Marathon to
support the Red Cross, the National Clubs Championship, the Online Counties 2020 Season (with
more than 1,000 players taking part), and the North v South rematch of the 1893 and 1894
competitions. Fair play and anti-cheating guidelines and rules have been developed and published in
collaboration with the 4NCL. Players in ECF Online Clubs, including a number of titled players, have
taken part in the chess.com Nations League and the lichess.org Nations Cup, Nations League and
World Series events with some very creditable results. The ECF has worked closely with Team England
Live to support and promote participation in the World and European daily leagues, where England
is on track to become world champions, and organised the first ECF daily chess championships on
Chess.com. Finally, the ECF is developing a programme that includes guidance to leagues and clubs
on how to organise and rate online events; affiliated leagues include the 4NCL, West Midlands, Five
Counties, Cornwall, Hull, Cumbria, and various others.

e We participated in the Online Chess Olympiad organised by FIDE at short notice to replace the

cancelled over the board Olympiad scheduled for August in Moscow. Private donations meant that
we were able to field a full-strength squad at no cost to the ECF: GM Michael Adams GM Luke
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McShane GM Gawain Jones GM David Howell, IM/WGM Jovanka Houska, IM/WGM Harriet Hunt,
IM/WGM Dagne Ciuksyte, WGM Katarzyna Toma, FM Akshaya Kalaiyalahan, IM Matthew
Wadsworth, FM Jonah Willow and Nadia Jaufarally. Although the draw was unkind to us, we still had
chances to qualify on the third and final day — but two winning games turned to losses in the space
of 30 seconds, and we were eliminated. Nonetheless, in International Director Malcolm Pein’s words,
‘Overall, I was pleased not only that the English chess community came together to support the team,
but also that a large amount of coaching for female and junior players was part of their tournament
experience.” Our thanks go to all the individuals who donated, as well as the Chess Trust and the John
Robinson Youth Chess Trust for providing funds so that the juniors in the team could receive
grandmaster coaching. FIDE should be congratulated for devising and successfully running such an
event which must have been an enormous logistical challenge, taking place across numerous time
zones and in countries with poor internet access, and it was great to see Alex Holowczak appointed
as Chief Arbiter for the Olympiad — a signal honour for him and for the ECF.

e Earlier in the year, in October/November 2019 our international Open team medalled again, taking
bronze at the European Team Championships in Batumi. England finished behind Russia —with whom
we drew 2-2 after Michael Adams Defeated Dmitry Andreikin - and Ukraine, who inflicted England’s
only defeat. Since our fifth place at the Chess Olympiad in 2018 our team has experienced success
the like of which we have not seen in twenty years.

e Mention should be made of the annual ECF awards, which recognise the achievements of many of
our volunteers during the year. This year awards were made to Oxford University Chess club (Club of
the Year), Bude Chess Club (Small Club of the Year), Scorch Chess and 4NCL Online (Online
Contribution of the Year), Hull 4NCL International Congress (Congress of the Year), and Graham
Bromley, lan George, Alex Holowczak, Peter Hornsby, Harry Lamb and Nigel Towers (President's
Award for Services to Chess). Our thanks go to them, and to all our other volunteers who work so
hard in the cause of our great game.

e Finally, we welcome the following volunteers to the ECF -

Samantha Ali (Safeguarding Officer)

Andrew Caswell (Manager of Daily Chess)

Julian Clissold (Sports and Recreation Alliance Representative, Safequarding Lead)
David Eustace (Platinum Members Representative)

Mark Hogarth (Member, Awards Committee)

Jo Hutchinson (Manager of Women’s Online Chess)

Aga Milewska (Alternate Director of Women’s Chess, Bronze Members Representative)
Chris Skulte (Bronze Members Representative)

Nigel Towers (Manager of Online Chess)

Tim Wall (Silver Members Representative)

Danny Rosenbaum (Secretary to the Board, Minutes Secretary)

... and we say goodbye, with our sincere thanks for their dedicated service to the ECF, to the
following -

Phill Beckett (Safeguarding Officer)

Francis Bowers (Platinum Members Representative)

Christine Carcas (Membership Secretary)

Julie Denning (Non-Executive Director)
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Adrian Elwin (Director of Home Chess)

David Eustace (Finance Director)

Julian Farrand RIP (Member, Book of the Year Committee)
Angus French (Bronze Members Representative)

Mike Gunn (Sports and Recreation Alliance)

Charles Higgie (Bronze Members Representative)

Alex Holowczak (Safeguarding Lead)

Keith Jones (Silver Members Representative)

Andrew Leadbetter (Member, Governance Committee)
William Metcalfe (Member, Awards Committee)

lan Reynolds (Member, Finance Committee)

John Swain (U19 National Schools Organiser)

Dave Thomas (Director of Membership)

STRATEGY AND BUSINESS PLAN

STRATEGY
Furthering the Cause of English Chess

The ECF will lead the development and organisation of chess for all players in England and our
international teams. This will encompass:

e Extending the number of active competitive and social chess players.

e Increasing the number of juniors playing competitive chess and transitioning to becoming adult
competitive players.

* Encouraging the development of women’s and social chess as part of a wider commitment to
increasing the diversity of participation in chess.

e Embedding and continuing the development of online chess.

e Increasing the awareness of chess and its wider social benefits outside the existing ECF
membership.

e Building the financial strength of chess and chess organisations.

e Developing the number of elite players and individual players of exceptional talent.

Priority areas

Our ambition is to increase participation in chess among women of all standards to 15% of ECF

membership (including ECF Supporters) within three years, and to facilitate the transition from
junior, to adult, to senior.
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We have already begun, and we will continue to develop and refine, programmes to encourage
participation among junior players and to help them achieve their potential.

We will continue, and improve, our support to English players taking part in international
competitions, with the aspiration of re-establishing England as a force in the chess world.

We welcome the ongoing growth in online chess and the increasing level of participation amongst
English players. We will continue to develop the ECF’s support for this area including organising
online events, providing a rating service, and supporting leagues and congresses that move online.

At the same time, we understand the central importance of over the board chess and the need to
support a safe return to over the board congresses, leagues, and events when the time is right, and
we will continue to provide support and advice to organisers as the Covid-19 situation develops.

Our biggest asset is our membership. We will continue to improve the attractiveness of membership
through good communication and enhanced membership services and offerings for all forms of
chess. We recognise that the ECF needs to grow its membership and improve the attractiveness of
the game in order to sustain a viable future. The Board will continue to focus on these targets.

We will work with member organisations to grow chess activity at all levels across England, focussing
in particular on junior, women’s, and social chess.

We will keep the operation of the membership system under review, ensuring the system is well
maintained, remains fit for purpose, and provides additional benefits to members.

We will continue to provide support to chess organisers, and we will keep under continuous review
all competitions organised for which we are responsible, including the British Championships, the UK
Open Blitz Championships, the County Championships, the Women’s English Championships and our
various ECF online club events and National Championships.

Commercial sponsorship generates additional income that can help us to make extra investment in
areas such as junior, women’s and international chess. We will continue to seek out new sponsorship
opportunities and build on our relationship with existing sponsors and support them to build their
brands.

We will actively engage with other chess organisations in England and elsewhere to improve
coordination, efficiency, and knowledge-sharing across English chess.

We will continue to develop a set of key performance indicators in order to monitor our progress
against our objectives.

Business Planning
The Board will produce an annual business plan. That will set out how we propose to deliver the
priorities set out in this statement. As part of the business planning process, we will refine our

strategic intentions and financial planning in consultation with Council and in accordance with
prevailing circumstances.
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The Board

Directors will work collegiately both within the Board and with other chess organisations. We will
encourage a culture where we actively invite comment and feedback. We will ensure our governance
processes and constitutional structure are effective and fit for purpose.

Funding

Our core activities will continue to be funded through membership fees. We will use sponsorship
and donations/bequests to support strategic and developmental projects and initiatives, ensuring
that sponsors’ own objectives are addressed. We will avoid the use of external funding as a substitute
for core activity funding. We will work closely with the Chess Trust and the John Robinson Youth
Chess Trust, in particular regarding funding for strategic and developmental projects and initiatives.

Office

We are committed to maintaining the central functions of an ECF Office, whether physically or
remotely. The Office endeavours to provide a high quality and efficient service to ECF members and
other chess organisations and gives support to ECF directors and officials as required. Staff will be
offered opportunities for professional development on an individual basis.

Communications

Initiatives such as introducing a monthly e-newsletter and press releases, developing our social media
presence, overhauling the website and direct emailing of members and Council have helped to
improve communication to members. We want stronger partnerships with chess players and chess
organisations and will continue to develop communications across a range of platforms and seek
greater engagement with members to help shape our policies and plans.

BUSINESS PLAN

Finance

Objective: Support the overall objectives of the English Chess Federation and the agreed plans of
the Executive Directors.

¢ Ensure that the ECF’s finances are sufficient to enable the ECF’s infrastructure to be maintained
while the Covid-19 pandemic lasts and rebuild the necessary financial strength thereafter.

e Grow income in such a way as to enable the Board's plans to be achieved, taking into account
funds received from donations, sponsorship, and other sources.

e Use membership income to fund ongoing operational expenditure, using sponsorship, bequests
and donations for new initiatives and developments.

e Develop and maintain a reserve of £100,000 over the five-year planning cycle.
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e Seek to achieve an annual break-even financial position over the five-year planning cycle.

¢ Ensure that all finance activities are performed transparently, efficiently, and effectively.

e Ensure accounting records and accounts are maintained in an accurate and timely manner.

e Simplify the overall financial structure consolidating funds into the ECF and the Chess Trust. This
will remove the requirements for the active use of the BCF, Chess Centre Ltd and the Permanent
Invested Fund.

e Promote our direct debit facility for the membership scheme.

e Continue to improve the presentation of financial information to directors and to members.

Governance

Obijective: Ensure that the ECF’s governance processes and constitutional structure are effective
and fit for purpose.

e Continue to review compliance with most appropriate governance practice.
¢ Develop a code of conduct for Board members to underpin effective Board operation.
Junior

Objective: Improve participation levels in and the profile of junior chess in England and reduce the
current rate of attrition in the transition to adulthood.

e Continue to develop the ECF Chess Academy in partnership with our chosen partners as the
development route of choice for our top juniors.

e Support the Chess Trust as it continues to develop its Accelerator Programme for our elite junior
players and the John Robinson Youth Chess Trust in its support for the British Championships and a

range of other junior initiatives.

e Encourage junior chess organisations’ activities in England and promote the development of
collaborative working.

¢ Understand why so many girls stop playing chess in school and put actions in place accordingly,
liaising closely with the Director of Women’s Chess and junior organisers.

e Identify and use sponsorship money to improve the quality of support to junior players.
* Develop competitive chess in schools with a particular emphasis on those pupils aged over 11.

» Develop chess playing opportunities that encourage girls to continue playing chess in adulthood.
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® Encourage adult chess clubs and leagues to integrate, support and develop junior players.
® Review and improve junior financial management processes.

e |dentify and work with top junior players to increase participation in non-ECF events, in particular
FIDE-rated tournaments.

e Extend take-up of the new Supporter category.
Women

Objective: Work towards delivering our ambition to increase participation in chess among women
of all standards to 15% of ECF membership (including ECF Supporters) within three years.

* Increase participation in the English Women’s Championships.

e Work with independent organisers to increase female participation in non-ECF events and in
particular FIDE rated events.

e Increase the profile of women’s chess so that girls/teenagers/women have something to aspire
to.

* Reach out to non-chess women’s organisations to encourage female take-up of and participation
in chess.

e Extend take-up of the new Supporter category among girls and women.

e Implement the proposals in the paper “Development of Women’s Chess: Progress Plan” to be
presented at the October 2020 Council meeting.

Home

Objective: Support the Board in its goal of increasing the perceived added value that the ECF
provides to its members.

» Keep the format of competitions organised by the ECF, in particular the British Chess
Championships, the County Championships, the English Women’s Championships and the UK Open

Blitz Championships, under review.

e Continue the development of official ECF online chess events, widening participation among
junior, female, and social players in particular.

¢ Support initiatives that encourage the return to OTB chess during and after the Covid-19
pandemic.

* Provide more effective support and advice to independent event organisers.
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* Provide effective support, advice, and training for new and existing arbiters.

e Maintain official anti-cheating procedures for ECF-organised events. Extend take-up of the new
Supporter category across the casual/social/online chess playing population.

¢ |[ncrease use of social media.
Membership

Objective: Oversee the operation and effectiveness of the membership system and ensure that it is
maintained and improved, as necessary.

e Put in place special offers for ECF members with third party companies as a membership
retention/acquisition initiative.

e Improve communication to and facilities for consultation with corporate and individual members.

e Improve the documentation of the requirements for the administration of membership and of the
operation of the new system.

e |dentify selling points which might make membership attractive to individuals who are not
themselves competitive players in order to increase the ECF’s potential membership base.

e Continue to develop the main monthly rating system’s functionality.
e Integrate the online rating system into the main monthly rating system.

* Review junior membership arrangements, including the effectiveness of our free first year
membership offer, with a view to improving junior membership retention.

e Complete the move to a full membership organisation and review whether game fee and pay-to-
play fees can be replaced with a flat fee per event approach.

* Promote our new casual/social chess player Supporter category.

e Review the arrangements for bulk membership renewals by corporate members following the
abolition of the Membership Organisation scheme.

* Promote the use of the ECF League Management System by affiliated leagues, and consider
enhancements to the system, including those necessitated by its increasing use for online chess.

International
Objective: Improve the performance of our international teams.

e Work with the Directors of Junior and Women’s Chess to identify and nurture top talent.
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e |dentify and use sponsorship money to improve conditions, training etc for international players.
e Develop England’s presence in online international events.
* Review how the ECF can better capture the views and insights of top players in England.

* Seek to foster an environment to support top chess players to maximise their potential while also
developing a career outside chess.

Online

e Continue to develop and grow our ECF online members clubs with regular events on the major
online platforms.

e Support and develop English online community clubs including junior and women’s clubs and
events.

e Continue to run online National Championships and competitions including the English Online
Blitz, Rapid and Bullet Championships, the Online Counties Championships and related

competitions, and the English Chess Marathons.

* Develop a programme of ECF online affiliated leagues and clubs to support non-ECF online events
and allow these to be rated.

e Continue to develop the online rating system including integration of the rating process with the
new monthly rating system and production of a combined listing showing OTB and online ratings
along the lines of the USCF model.

e Organise and publicise participation of English teams in online international events.

* Promote daily chess at international level including participation in World and European online
daily leagues.

Office
Objective: Continue to provide a high-quality service to stakeholders.

e Complete the transfer of the library from the Office to the De Montfort University Special
Collections facility.

e Continue the development of the yearbook as an annual news digest.

e Complete the project to diarise all key office internal and external deadlines.
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New Initiatives — GoMembership

Y E
'y C

F membership

The English Chess Federation (ECF) has partnered with
GoMembership to provide thousands of discounts on offer
from over 270 of your favourite online and high street
retailers. You can save hundreds or even thousands of
pounds on your purchases.

The cost of the rewards scheme is tiered, based on your membership and in addition to the
membership fee, as follows —

e Platinum is free

e Gold costs £5 for a year

e Silver (including Free Junior Silver) costs £10 for a year

e Bronze costs £15 for a year

e Supporter (including the new Queen’s Gambit Scheme) costs £20 for a year

To take advantage of this wonderful scheme simply log into the ECF membership site at
https://ecf.azolve.com/ using your membership username and password. The menu is in the top left-
hand side of the screen. From this menu select the Rewards tab, then simply add the reward scheme
to your cart and pay. Once you have paid you will receive a confirmation email straight away.
Overnight you will receive a welcome email with details of how to access your gift cards and Vectis
card. If this doesn’t arrive in your inbox, please check your junk email (we’ve had instances of this
happening when we tested the system).

There are two main types of discounts available —

1. Gift cards

These are self-explanatory once you are on the site. They can be used online or in the store via your
phone or printed off if required. Each gift card offers a different discount depending on the retailer
(see examples below), so by buying a gift card with John Lewis, for example, for £100, you only pay
£94 at the till.

2. Vectis Card

This is a phone app, and a number of retailers on the site use this card. With the app you can search
retailers offering discounts within one mile of your location or search by retailer name. Once your
retailer pops up, simply click on it and follow the very simple instructions. Apple store is on Vectis. If
I’d had a Vectis card last Xmas, | would have saved £60 on my children’s headphones bought as Xmas
presents.

Some examples of discounts — 10% off Apple products; 6% off John Lewis; 5% off M&S; numerous
discounts from cinema chains such as Odeon and Vue; 25% off Prezzo; 10% off Pizza Express; 10%
off Costa; 4% off Deliveroo; up to 40% off AA breakdown cover; up to 15% off NCP parking pass; 5%
off Lastminute.com; 4% off Virgin gift cards; up to 42% off airport parking; various discount
packages on BT Broadband

— Rob Willmoth, Director of Membership, English Chess Federation
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New Initiatives — the Queen’s Gambit Scheme (QGS)

With many people working from home during lockdown and
children stuck indoors out of school, the ECF, along with hundreds
of clubs, has seen a spike in interest among former enthusiasts as
well new players who want to learn and play chess online. The
Queen’s Gambit Netflix mini-series has also contributed to the
increasing popularity of the game by breaking down the
stereotype that the chess is only played by men, and it has led to
increasing interest from women and girls.

) 2T o ¥

' Picture by John Tenniel from Through the Looking Glass

The ECF’'s new Queen’s Gambit Scheme, which offers FREE Supporter membership for women over
18 who have not previously been members of the ECF, together with a package of events aimed at
new player joiners, will run alongside the current Free Junior Silver membership scheme with the
idea of encouraging women and generally wider participation in organised chess.

Key points

The Queen’s Gambit Scheme (and Free Junior Silver) packages last until the end of the current
membership year and will include —

e All Supporter benefits (and all Silver member benefits for Free Junior Silver membership)

e ECF Online club membership and ability to play in regular club events and online
internationals

e The ability to enter special new player events at the British Online Chess Championships and
in ECF Online Clubs over the coming months

New player events will include -

e Special tournaments alongside the British Online Chess Championships

e Beginners’ coaching on Zoom during the British Online Chess Championships
e Arating limited tournament added to the regular club events

e A monthly chess variant event added to the regular club events

e Other events including a chess marathon in the New Year

In Director of Women’s Chess Chris Fegan’s words, ‘The Queens Gambit series which has recently
been shown on Netflix has been a tremendous success and has been seen by millions of people
throughout the world, many of whom have been encouraged to take up the game for the first time.
The ECF wishes to keep the momentum from the TV series going into 2021, and therefore we are
offering free Supporter membership to women over 18 alongside our Free Junior Silver membership
scheme for girls under 18 to enable them to experience the benefits of ECF involvement for
themselves.’

To take advantage of the Queen’s Gambit Scheme and become an ECF Supporter at no cost, or to
become a Junior Silver member at no cost, join here — https://ecf.azolve.com/. To find out about
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the benefits of being an ECF Supporter or a Junior Silver member click here —
https://www.englishchess.org.uk/ecf-membership-partners-and-benefits/

Chess in Prisons

A report for the ECF Yearbook 2021 by Carl Portman, Manager of Prisons Chess

The Coronavirus pandemic has inevitably meant that physical visits to prisons were not possible this
year. However, this is no reason to stand still and wait. | can report that | continue to write my chess
column for Inside Time, the prison newspaper which potentially reaches some 60-80,000 people in
the UK and abroad. As a result of the column, | receive a wide range of correspondence from
prisoners. | can report that chess is still thriving although the lockdown in prisons has curbed actual
meetings of chess clubs for the time being. Prisoners play in their cells, which is another good reason
to play chess, since it is inexpensive and logistically unchallenging to have a set, a board and a good
chess book. Some inmates still shout their moves through prison doors!

| am encouraged by the support that prisoners give to chess and the stories that they tell. | cannot
wait to get back into prisons to meet prisoners again, talk about and play chess.

| was delighted to be contacted by none other than GM Judit Polgar as she had heard about my, and
the ECF’s, work in prisons, and she asked me to deliver a lecture on chess in prisons for her 6th Global
Chess festival. Although | did this in my capacity as author of ‘Chess Behind Bars’ | did of course
mention the ECF. Apparently Hungarian TV were impressed with the whole idea of chess in prisons
and | had a lot of positive feedback. The video of my piece can be seen on You tube here -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cb1dZHJYIUO [more on this below]

I should say that if | look a bit pale, | was very ill at the time and required a blood transfusion the next
day, but | was determined to get the message out there. Nothing must stop the chess roadshow!
Thanks to Judit and her team on behalf of myself and the ECF.

| finish this brief report with a line from a prisoner’s letter ---
‘On our wing there are groups of Vietnamese, Albanians and Romanians who do not speak English
but can engage by playing chess and we have regular games despite language barriers’.

Truly then chess is a global language, and it brings people together whatever the circumstances. This

is why chess in prisons is so important. This is why the work must and will continue when the
encumbrance of the Pandemic is over.

o
— Carl Portman, ECF Manager of Chess in Prisons
| want to give particular thanks to the ECF Office team for handling all the mail and ensuring that it

gets to me despite difficult Covid constraints. They always do their best and this deserves to be
acknowledged here.
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bt e B B e ot -1 As Carl mentions in his report, he was one of the guest
o speakers at Judit Polgar’s Global Chess Festival 2020. He
spoke about his book ‘Chess Behind Bars’ and chess in prisons
in general — especially the benefits of the game and its
profound influence on prisoners. He did of course mention
oo I the ECF and received positive feedback about the
Mm.“:“ presentation, including from the FIDE Office and President
Arkady Dvorkovich himself. From an ECF perspective Carl
wants to use this opportunity to say that whilst it has been
o = e impossible to get into prisons this year because of the Covid

Pandemic he still writes a chess column in his own capacity
for the prison newspaper ‘Inside Time’ and continues to exchange chess correspondence with
prisoners across the UK and occasionally further afield. As soon as conditions allow, he will be happy
to be back behind bars again!

And...

The John Robinson Youth Chess Trust
Founded in 2006 - charity registration number 1116981

The John Robinson Youth Chess Trust was founded in 2006 and is an
independent grant-making charity (registration number 1116981). The
Trust was created following the death of Mr. John Robinson on 1st
February 2006.

Applications for financial support are invited and should be emailed to
b the Chairman (see the email address below). The aim of the Trust is to
4 &c_, support junior chess and grants are made to individuals, chess
2006 organizations and events. The Trust supports ENG players under the age

of 21.

If you wish to enquire about the work of the Trust, please contact the Chairman Dr. John Higgs by
email at john.higgs@englishchess.org.uk

The Chess Trust - Report for 2020

CHESS Despite 2020 being a difficult year for chess activities the Trust has continued its
work as far as possible. The Trust’s main activity has been the development and
delivery of the Accelerator Programme, which is designed to develop young
players to become the titled and international players of the future. After two
TRUST years since inception the Trustees decided to manage the Programme differently
with the appointment of UK Chess Challenge to undertake the day-to-day
operation of the Programme. Two experienced mentors, John Emms, and Adam Hunt, have also been
engaged to provide the necessary level of training expertise on a regular basis. Activities include
mentoring, coaching and support for attendance at selected events. Approximately ten candidates
are invited to join the Programme by a Selection Committee, and progress is reviewed regularly with
the Trustees. Trustees regard this as a long-term initiative; performance should be assessed in that
light.
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The Trustees wish to thank Grandmaster Peter Wells for his efforts and dedication in establishing the
Programme. The start of any new initiative is always the most challenging part and Peter provided a
wealth of experience and learning to enable the Programme to be further enhanced.

Additionally, the Trust made donations to the Glorney Cup event and the awards under the British
Chess Education Trust, both of whose funds had been transferred to the Chess Trust for
management. Awards made to schools were - Woodbridge School; Hallfield School, Edgbaston;
Laxton Junior School, Oundle; Newton Longville Church of England Primary School; Kings College
Wimbledon Junior School; Long Marton Community School; Hampton Hill Junior School.

To support the English teams in the Online Olympiad the Trust received generous donations towards
the costs which were contributed to the event.

Unfortunately, as the British Championships were not held during 2020 because of the pandemic
restrictions, donations were not made from the John Robinson bequest nor the Neil Carr Award.
Hopefully, in 2021 these awards will be made.

For next year, the Trust is exploring how it might further invest in the development and support for
aspiring Junior players complementing its Accelerator Programme. The initiative is an at early stage
but should reach fruition in 2021.

Donations

The Trust does not have infinite resources. It is dependent on sources from donations to continue
its work into the long-term future. Donations will be gratefully received by the Trustees. For any large
donations or bequests, the trustees will take into consideration specific requests from donors as to
how their gift should be applied, subject to it being consistent with the objectives of the trust.
Donations and bequests attract reliefs from taxation. Any bequests made to a charity may reduce the
inheritance taxes that may be due on an estate.

Donations made by an individual who is a UK taxpayer will enable the Trust to reclaim basic rate tax
on the value of a donation through the government’s Gift Aid scheme. Thus, a donation of £100 will
enable the Trust to reclaim £25, making the total donation worth £125 to the Trust. A donation made
by an individual who pays UK tax at the higher rate of 40% or 45% will be able to reclaim the
difference between the basic and higher rates through their tax return.

The Trust will be establishing a regular donations scheme so that donors will be able to make small
regular payments to the Trust, which will have the benefits of the Gift Aid Scheme.

Donations should be sent to The Chess Trust at the English Chess Federation Office, The Watch Oak,
Chain Lane, Battle, East Sussex TN33 0YD. If you would like to donate directly to the Chess Trust by
BACS, the sort code is 601015 and the account number is 87899590. If you choose this method,
please let the ECF office know by email at office@englishchess.org.uk so that the Trustees can be
informed.

The Chess Trust - Registered Charity Number 1160881

--- David Eustace, Trustee
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The ECF Academy

Some highlights from 2020 ... Alex Longson writes

101 students attended sessions during the year. There were training weekends in February, May,
September, and October as well as regular exercises and assignments throughout the year.

The first training weekend took place at the De Vere in Staverton which was a superb venue with
extra large training rooms and great facilities. Mike Truran and Alex Holowczak both attended and
hosted parent talks about the Academy and wider ECF plans. This of course was all before Covid-19
and lockdown forced our hand to running online sessions.

The final 3 training weekends were all hosted online on Zoom, with May being split into two
weekends. The format for these sessions was changed with a mix of smaller group coaching
sessions, larger plenary sessions with more general / practical subject matter, quizzes, and training
tournaments.

One of the advantages of the online format is that is much easier and more practical to invite a
wider range of coaches and speakers. GM David Howell attended two of the weekends and GM
Luke McShane made his first Academy appearance to discuss some of his best games as a junior.
For the November weekend we were delighted to be joined by Dr Barry Hymer and GM Peter
Wells, who gave a talk to parents and students about Growth Mindset and their new book Chess
Improvement: It's all in the mindset

Many students showed a superb attitude in difficult circumstances; in particular in completing two
coursework assignments, one about analysing their own games and another about evaluating the
position. Students received a certificate to acknowledge their efforts throughout the year.

Membership in 2021 is on an annual rolling basis and each month there are regular sessions and a

thematic topic. The core programme is now permanently online, but as soon as it is safe to do so
we look forward to running more physical training events again.

Result of the Elections for Direct Members’ Representatives

The successful candidates were —
Gold — Lorin d’Costa and Rob Willmoth
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John Poole at 100

John Poole will celebrate his 100th birthday on Wednesday 16th
September 2020. He is a previous President of the British Chess Federation
and is an Honorary Life Vice President of the ECF. Other posts he held in
the BCF included London League representative on the Board. Indeed, he
was a principal architect of slimming the general committee of the BCF
down from 48 to a Management Board of 19. He knew that was still too
many, but further reduction had to wait until 2004. Later, in the 1980s to
90s, he was Publicity Director, Home Chess Director. etc.

| first met him when | was 16, playing for the Middlesex adult team on
board 64 in the Southern Counties Championship in 1955, when there used to be 80 board matches
among the four home counties. He and | worked together on many projects, including a 100 Year
History of the BCF, published in 2004 and found here - https://www.englishchess.org.uk/100-year-
history-of-the-british-chess-federation/

--- Stewart Reuben

Membership Secretary — retirement

After twelve years of loyal service to the English Chess Federation and the membership at large,
Christine Adams [née Carcas] has now retired. During her time with the ECF Christine saw the
membership grow from 3500 to more than 12000, and she wrestled with three different
membership systems, the original being an Access database in the office, the most recent an online
system created by GoMembership/Azolve.

She was always cheerful, whatever the nature of the telephone
or email enquiry, and she leaves the office a more subdued
place. We wish her well in her retirement and many years of
peace and pleasure in her Bexhill hideaway ...
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ECF Awards 2020

The President’s Award for Services to Chess

Graham Bromley, lan George, Peter Hornsby, Harry Lamb, Nigel Towers, Alex Holowczak

Graham Bromley is a lifelong Chester Chess Club member with a passion for our game. For many
years he was a typical Club member supporting the Club by playing and helping the Club in
administrative positions, but prioritising family and work needs. Then, in 2002, Graham became
president of the club and, with time available following retirement, made it his priority to re-open a
junior section which had successfully provided encouragement and support for children wishing to
play chess over an earlier period of some 12 years. By 2003 the junior club had been shut for 3
years but having made contact with potential players, and having put arrangements in place for a
suitable venue, Graham re-opened the club [full citation at www.ecfresource.co.uk/ecf-awards]

lan George has been a stalwart of Cornish chess for many years. Our county secretary for over
thirty years, during the whole of this time he has doubled up as county grader and principal
organizer of our annual Congress. Over the last ten years he has served as CCA’s treasurer and
league secretary. His administrative flair has frequently seen him responding to the needs of the
chess community at the expense of his playing. Although outright Cornish champion in 1985 and
1990 and West of England champion in 1995, he stopped competing in 1999 to take over the less
glamorous role of Controller. Although lan is a fine and imaginative player and one of the top
boards for the county team, this citation concentrates on his work in establishing then maintaining
Cornwall’s online presence. The Chess Cornwall website was developed latterly into a highly
successful instrument to support our local chess community through the Covid-19 pandemic. lan
performed a number of associated administrative tasks with grace and distinction [full citation at
www.ecfresource.co.uk/ecf-awards]

In March 2020, as a result of the challenges we all now face, Peter Hornsby set up one of the
world’s most successful and inclusive online Chess tournaments, the 2020 Chess Championship
League (2020 League). The league takes place wholly online, a successor to a highly popular English
clubs and universities over-the-board tournament and can be found at www.2020chess.com. The
tournament is open to everyone and free. Matches take place on Monday and Friday evenings
spanning three-week periods. It is currently on its fourth instalment [full citation at
www.ecfresource.co.uk/ecf-awards]

Harry Lamb is a lifelong player with a peak FIDE rating of 2285. He has been the Chairman of Bolton
Chess Club for 56 years. Harry has been a team captain in both the Bolton League and Manchester
League; a Greater Manchester team county player; was the Founder of the Bolton District Chess
League; wrote chess articles in the local Bolton Evening News newspaper for a number of years;
was one of the founder members of the Manchester Chess Federation; President of the
Manchester Chess Federation for 2 years 1973-1975; became an International Chess Arbiter in
1984; coached many Bolton juniors at Bolton Chess Club in his 56 years at the club; is the current
Chief Arbiter at the Bolton Easter and Bolton Rapidplay Chess Congress and has been for many
years. He is also the current Congress director of the Manchester Chess Federation Congress [full
citation at www.ecfresource.co.uk/ecf-awards]
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The Covid-19 pandemic has resulted in a complete cessation in over the board since March, with no
sign yet of any resumption in the short to medium term. This, although in many ways something of
a disaster for English chess, has presented an unprecedented opportunity to develop online chess
into a credible alternative to over the board chess. Exploiting the opportunity has, however,
required a huge amount of time and effort to incredibly tight timescales on the part of a handful of
individuals, with Nigel Towers and Alex Holowczak at the forefront of initiatives to develop both
the ECF’s and the 4NCL’s online presence. Nigel and Alex have worked closely both with each other
and with other hard-working volunteers to put the ECF’s and the 4NCL’s online infrastructure and
capability in place; in International Director Malcolm Pein’s words, ‘Nigel is one of the ECF’s best
people, without whom | think it’s no exaggeration to say that the ECF would have lapsed into
temporary irrelevance’. | would make exactly the same observation about Alex and his work for the
4NCL [full citation at www.ecfresource.co.uk/ecf-awards]

Club of the Year

Oxford University Chess Club [full citation at www.ecfresource.co.uk/ecf-awards]

Small Club of the Year

Bude Chess Club

BudeChess Club was formed in September 2012 and has varying numbers of members in the adult
club, with 10 members at any one time being the maximum. However, this has not stopped it from
entering teams in Division 1 and 2 of the Cornwall League, the Cornwall Rapidplay competition and
a knockout competition. Bude won the Roger Grime U135 Knockout cup in 2018 and 2019, and
were to play in the final in 2020 when coronovirus ended over the board chess. They are looking
forward to defending their title when this situation changes. When the 2020 over the board season
was curtailed Bude were lying 4thout of 8 teams in the County Shield (Division 1) with 2 games in
hand; 6thout of 9 teams in the Roberts Cup (Division 2 grading limited) with 3 games in hand; and
1stin the Eastern Division of the 500 League (rapidplay with grading limit). These results are based
on a small core of players who wish to play competitive chess and are willing to travel up to 2 hours
for a match.

Bude Chess Club welcomes members of all ages and abilities. To this end there have been a number
of players who 'pop along' irregularly for a friendly game. They have also encouraged those who
want to improve and have one member who plays for and has captained teams, having joined as a
beginner a couple of years ago. Although a small club, their regular teams consist of 2 female
players, one of whom captains the 500 League team [full citation at www.ecfresource.co.uk/ecf-
awards]

Congress of the Year

Hull 4NCL International Congress

There has been a weekend congress at Hull for 55 years, but in recent years it has been in decline.
In 2018 there were only 89 participants. Following on from a successful British Championships in
Hull, Hull and District Chess Association approached 4NCL to enter a joint partnership and an
integrated event incorporating the 56th Hull congress. The result was the Hull 4NCL International
congress, a new venture for both organisations. It was clear that we needed something a bit
different to a ‘normal’ Hull or 4NCL event — so we devised a rather different programme - a ten

20| Page



player, five-day Grandmaster norm event and a weekend, five round, three-day congress. Alongside
this there were three days (pre congress) of free junior coaching, led by FM Charlie Storey, free
junior and female places, extra junior and local prizes, a social programme and a bookstall provided
by Chess Direct. The whole event took place in several chandelier lit rooms at the plush Royal Hotel,
Hull, situated right in the heart of Hull at Hull Central railway station [full citation at
www.ecfresource.co.uk/ecf-awards]

Online Chess Contribution of the Year

Aloysius Lip (Scorch Chess) & 4NCL Online [full citations at https://www.englishchess.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/09/awards2020-compressed.pdf]

ScorchChess — Impetus

When | first joined my club at uni, we tried to resurrect the annual amateur inter-college rapidplay
tournament. Picture it — around 100 anxious undergraduates, keen to return to their revision notes,
stuck inside on a hot summer’s day. All because they were keen chess players attending their one
outlet to play over the course of the term. The competition was nearly derailed by slow pairing
times. We’d scoured the web and couldn’t find a single program that could handle individual
players, teams, and a Swiss system that was accessible to use.

There is so much technology available to us and it is all so powerful. Those kind enough to organise
amazing playing opportunities should never have to be bogged down in logistics that distract from
the incredible game of chess.

ScorchChess was built during the UK lockdown from January to April 2020. It is a software that
takes care of all the arduous management. Originally envisioned for in-person tournaments, it grew
rapidly to cater for the community transitioning online and developed ground-breaking integrations
with Lichess.org, Chess.com, and ECF online services. It modernises organisation and makes the
process easy and enjoyable. The platform is intuitive, filled with features, and innovative. Chess
players shouldn't have to settle for anything less.

Scorch Chess - Core Values

1. EFFICIENCY

The primary aim of ScorchChess is to eliminate all tiresome logistical work from the role of chess
tournament directors. It permits organisation with minimal delay. It frees directors to focus on
helping players enjoy themselves. ScorchChess anticipates ideas tournament directors might have
and performs the work necessary for them, offering them limitless creativity.

2. INTUITIVITY

ScorchChess offers all the features imaginable and lets tournament directors immediately know
how to use them. Directors and players alike know exactly where to click and how to create. We
hope this allows a new focus on enjoying the game. In doing so, they create the perfect
tournaments they envision, with no compromises necessary.
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3. INCLUSIVITY

Inclusivity comes 3rd because it is a consequence of the other two, but by far the proudest
achievement. ScorchChess seeks to grow the chess community wherever possible and make
running tournaments accessible to non-professionals. It is further committed to upholding social
justice wherever possible throughout its activities.

4NCL Online and Junior 4NCL Online

The 4NCL would like to nominate its 4NCL Online and 4NCL Junior Online national leagues for the
Online Chess Contribution of the Year Award.

The Covid-19 pandemic has caused huge problems for over the board chess, with all events
effectively cancelled from the moment of HM Government’s announcement of a strict lockdown on
23rd March. One silver lining to this particular cloud, however, has been the boost it has given to
online chess, and the 4NCL wasted no time in setting up the two online competitions above; round
1 of 4NCL Online took place on 7th April, little more than two weeks after HM Government’s
announcement, a remarkable achievement given the complexity of what was involved.

The sheer number of team entries (184 teams in 4NCL Online, 142 teams in Junior 4NCL Online)
shows how much this initiative has been welcomed as a means of playing friendly but competitive
chess at a time whenevery over the board chess competition and club activity has been suspended.
No fewer than 1,820 players in total have participated in both leagues, with 23GMs/WGMs and 34
IMs/WIMs also joining in the fun. Three aspects have been particularly encouraging:

e The number of girls (111, 15.4%of all players) who have played in 4NCL Junior
Online.

e The participation of so many teams from far-flung communities in the British Isles
who have hitherto found the distances and costs involved in playing in the over the
board 4NCL national league to be insuperable obstacles.

e The huge support given to Junior 4NCL Online by junior team captains and organisers
across the British Isles.

Not everything has been plain sailing. It has become clear over the course of the season that our
fair play guidelines could have been improved. In retrospect this was unsurprising given that as
‘early adopters’ we were to a large extent always going to be in uncharted territory, but we have
worked hard to address this for our second season, which will begin in the second half of 2020.
What has been very pleasing is how well representatives from the 4NCL, the ECF and Chess
Scotland have worked together to learn from the 4NCL’s experiences in order to develop what we
believe are robust and workable fair play guidelines that can be adopted by all organisations in the
British Isles that wish to run online chess competitions.

Now that the heavy lifting of putting the infrastructure for the two leagues has been put in place
we are very much looking forward to our second season, and are confident that we already have
sufficient critical mass to ensure that our new venture will continue to prosper even when over the
board chess returns.
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Book of the Year 2020

This year’s shortlist contained four books of considerable merit. One, however, stood out for its
original subject matter, which was treated in a serious manner, but with good writing and a
considerable sense of humour.

The Complete CHESS SWINDLER

GM David Smerdon

New in Chess paperback pp359 £21.95

The subtitle explains the aim of the book — ‘How to save points from lost

positions’. It is the fate of all chess players to sometimes wind up in lost

positions, but Smerdon argues that does not mean a player should give

up trying to save the game. There are many ways to resist, and this book

The is @ manual of weapons — strategic, tactical and psychological — that the

‘ complete reader could use. Saving a lost game can sometimes be as rewarding as
winning one!

. §

) V2 Smerdon starts by looking at the psychology surrounding swindles. A
SVVI N DI_E R swindler has to know both his own mind (Tal being the perfect example
of optimistic resourcefulness) and that of his opponent (are they
anxious, want to get the game over quickly for whatever reason, or
prefer a simple technical win to complicated but quicker victory?). He

then goes onto consider the various approaches a swindler may use such as a “Trojan Horse’ and the
‘Decoy Trap’, and many others. But the above does not work unless a player knows various ways that
enable a potential swindler to escape his fate, such as stalemate or perpetual check. The book
contains many examples of the various positions and techniques that can be used. Smerdon

concludes with 110 exercises to develop the reader’s swindling skills of various degrees of dificulty.

[N

What lifts the book above the ordinary is Smerdon’s quality of writing and his enthusiasm for chess,
its players, and the chess world. As an academic in behavioural economics, he has a sharp eye for
human nature and enlivens the text with many quotes and pointed footnotes. Of course, the book’s
subject provides much amusement — who does not enjoy (unless you are the victim) a good swindle?

An outstanding Book of the Year 2020, which combines insightful discussion of a previously
unexplored subject with good writing and great entertainment throughout. Ideal for these difficult

times.

— Ray Edwards & Sean Marsh, 29th September 2020

British Chess Educational Trust Awards 2020

With funds provided by the generosity of the late Sir George Thomas (now administered by the British
Chess Educational Trust) the English Chess Federation annually awards shields to schools which have
shown outstanding achievements or enthusiasm in chess. Commencing 1982 inscribed chess boards
have been substituted for shields. Recommendations for awards should be forwarded (via the
appropriate Union if in England, or via the national organisations for Scotland or Wales) to: John
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Wickham, 55 Shakespeare Way, Taverham, Norwich, NR8 6SL Email: j.r.wickham@btinternet.com by
31st March. Latest recipients are —

Newton Longyville C of E Primary School; Hallfield School, Edgbaston; Hampton Hill Junior School
2020; Kings College Wimbledon Junior School; Laxton Junior School; Long Marton Community
School; Woodbridge School, Suffolk

New FIDE Arbiters

Following the decisions on title applications approved by the 90th FIDE Congress, which was held in
Abu Dhabi, UAE on 27th-29th February, England has two more FIDE Arbiters. Congratulations to
Ravi Sandhu [below left] and John Wickham [below right] on their achievement!

79th Internet Based FIDE Arbiters’ Seminar

The 79th Internet-based FIDE Arbiters’ Seminar was held on the consecutive weekends of 20th/21st
June and 27th/28th June 2020. It was organized by the ECF, under the auspices of FIDE. The
lecturer was IA Lara Barnes, assisted by IA Alan Atkinson. Eleven (11) arbiters from five Federations
(ENG, NOR, WLS, USA and PHI) participated in the seminar, and we extend congratulations to the
following ECF members, who succeeded in the test —

Phill J Beckett; Emma-Jane Billington-Phillips; Chun Chiu; Hok Chiu; Michael Green; Chun Rong Lu;
Dylan Mize

They will be awarded a norm for the title of FIDE Arbiter, following approval by the next FIDE
Council, and we wish them well for their future progress as arbiters.

ADDENDUM

Following the decisions on Arbiter title applications approved by the 4th quarter FIDE Online
Council Meeting in December 2020, England has another FIDE Arbiter. | am sure that everyone will
want to join me in sending Emma-Jane Billington-Phillips congratulations on her achievement!

--- Alan Atkinson, ECF Manager of Arbiters
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Adrian Elwin IA

The 2nd FIDE Council meeting for 2020 recently approved the granting of the International Arbiter
title to Adrian Elwin, the ECF’s Director for Home Chess. Warm congratulations are extended to
him.

--- Alan Atkinson, ECF Manager of Arbiters

\r \ll« '

Adrian Elwin — picture Bob Jones / Brendan O’Gorman

And the FIDE Online Olympiad’s Chief Arbiter is ...

... IA Alex Holowczak! Many congratulations to Alex Holowczak on this prestigious
appointment. Alex heads a distinguished squad of 14 arbiters. Congratulations also go
out to Shohreh Bayat, who is on Alex’s team.

Bloxwich JCA celebrates 10 years!

Bloxwich Junior Chess Academy celebrates having reached a milestone 10 years — a decade!
Founded by Eunice and Ray Dolan, it started with 6 children — today they have 30! Over the years
Bloxwich has produced five England players and one International winner (Cork Congress Joint 1st)
aged just 14. They have also taught older children to become coaches so they can follow in their
footsteps.
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Congratulations Kevin Staveley, BEM

--- article and photographs courtesy of British Chess News / Dr John Upham

BCN offers Kevin Staveley the warmest congratulations on being awarded the British Empire Medal
in the 2020 Queen’s Birthday Honours List. The citation reads, ‘For services to Chess in Wales’

Kevin Charles Staveley was born on December 30th, 1955 in Pontypridd, Mid-Glamorgan, Wales
and has resided in Treorchy, Glamorgan, Wales. Currently he lives in Cwmparc, Rhondda.

He is a member of Newport Chess Club.

Kevin is Home Director for the Welsh Chess Union and many times Tournament Director of the
British Chess Championships. Kevin is also Director of the South Wales International Chess Festival,
Bridgend and the South Wales Megafinal to name but a few.

He became a FIDE International Arbiter in 1991 and a FIDE International Organiser in 2013.

Kevin is editor of the Welsh Chess Union Yearbook.

Kevin is keen to encourage young players to become arbiters.

© John Upham © John Upham
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Home News 2020 - Courtesy of CHESS Magazine published by Chess & Bridge - www.chess.co.uk

January 2020

BELFAST — There was a three-way tie for first at the Ulster Masters in Belfast (23-24 November).
Masters: 1-3 Gareth Annesley (Belfast South), Calum Leitch (Strand), Danny Roberts (Civil Service)
3%/5.

Intermediate: 1-3 Mathew Dougherty (Queen’s University), James O’Fee (Bangor), Aaron Wafflart
(Strand) 4.

BOLTON - Paul Macklin won the Bolton Rapidplay for a fourth consecutive occasion on December
1st, although this time he had to settle for a share of first.

Open: 1-3 Paul Macklin (Chorlton), Mike Surtees (Great Lever), Yichen Han (Forest Hall) 4%5/6.
Major: 1 John Hall (Alwoodley) 5%, 2 Sam Parry (Cheddleton) 5, 3-6 Reg Clucas (Altrincham), Gerald
Fletcher (Hillsborough), Peter Garrett (Waterloo), Michael Barooah (Formby) 4.

Knights: 1 David Aston (Pensby) 6, 2-5 Michal Osxczyk, Chagdarsuran Batbileg (both Eccles), Robert
Owens (Formby), John Kelly (Stockport) 5.

BURY ST EDMUNDS — Two IMs tied for first at the ever-popular Bury St Edmunds Congress (26-27
October).

Open: 1-2 Richard Pert (Brentwood), Antanas Zapolskis (London) 4%/5, 3 Martin Walker (Norwich)
4,

Major: 1-2 Paul Kenning (Braintree), Vladimirs Bovtramovics (Woking) 4, 3-8 Dominic Bartram
(Milton Keynes), John Daugman (Cambridge), Chris Levy (Hackney), Chris Willoughby (Brentwood),
Sarah Weersing (Linton), Gavith Dharmasena (Linton) 3%.

Intermediate: 1 R.K. Ranjith (Brentwood) 4%, 2-5 Marc Bryant (Hastings), Giovanni Esuperanzi
(Cambridge), Colin Payne (Norwich), Kenneth Hobson (Cowley) 4.

Minor: 1-5 David May (Norwich), John Duff-Cole (Colchester), Paul Buswell (Hastings), Rowan Kent
(Bury St Edmunds), Kameron Grose (Barnet) 4.

EXMOUTH — This year’s 20th Royal Beacon Seniors Congress (4-8 November) was Bob Jones’s last
at the helm and we very much hope that the event will continue in Exmouth.

Seniors: 1-2 Alan Crombleholme (Walsall), William Adaway (Dorchester) 4%/5, 3 Ken Norman 4/5.
‘Juniors’: 1 Robin Moss (Carlisle) 4%, 2-3 Graham Bolt (Exeter), Mike Waddington (Dorchester) 3%.

GLASGOW — The Malawi Rapidplay raised £1410 for the Malawi Charity on November 30th.

Open: 1-3 Andrew Greet (Bearsden), Jonathan McKay (Musselburgh), Tommy Barrett (Castlehill)
4/5.

Major: 1-4 Brian Teaz (Irvine), Stuart Lampard (Troon), Eric MacKinnon (Carrick), Calum McGillivray
(Edinburgh) 3%.

Minor: 1 Jainill Vadalia 4%, 2-5 Ruairidh MacKay, Ibrahim Khan (all Glasgow), James Keegan
(Galston), Carolina Espinisa Cancino (Girvan) 4.

HEREFORD — The Hereford Congress saw chess return to the Green Dragon Hotel (30 November - 1
December).

Major: 1 Joseph Turner (Malpas) 4/5, 2-3 Richard George (Cirencester), Mark Whitehead (Rochdale)
3%.

27| Page



Intermediate: 1 Kyle Pelling (Tameside) 4%, 2-3 Rob McClatchey (Salisbury), David Teague
(Harrogate) 3%.
Minor: 1 Patrick Sartain 4%, 2-3 Jennifer Goldsmith (both Harrow), Paul Broderick (Newport) 3%.

LETCHWORTH — The indefatigable Adam Raoof’s latest venture is the Letchworth Rapidplay, which
takes place in the Grand Ballroom of the Broadway Hotel, just opposite the town’s station. lan
Thompson triumphed on October 27th.

Open: 1 lan Thompson (Crowthorne) 4%/6, 2-4 Peter Hunt (Leighton Buzzard), Connor Clarke
(Barnet), Kennan Kesterson (Richmond) 4.

Major: 1-3 Raghu Kamath (Richmond), Haran Rasalingham (Dulwich), Matthew Ball (St Albans) 4%.
Minor: 1 Cecil Sloan (Watford) 5, 2 Dhruv Radhakrishnan (Hertfordshire) 4%, 3-4 Jean- Claude
Sartenaer (Hendon), Adam Tarling (Guildford) 4.

It was then young Rajat Makkar’s turn to triumph on November 17th.

Open: 1 Rajat Makkar (Reading) 6/6, 2 Ashley Stewart (Royston) 4.

Major: 1 Peter Tart (Camberley) 5%, 2-3 Peter Brocklehurst (Civil Service), Julian Llewellyn (Kings
Head) 4.

Minor: 1 Hossain Mo (Bangladesh) 5%, 2-4 Cecil Sloan (Watford), Paul Walton (Royston), Alison
Bexfield (Letchworth) 4.

LONDON - Ali Hill won the Open at the Central London Congress, which was once again hosted by
Imperial College (1-3 November).

Open: 1 Alistair Hill (Battersea) 4%/5, 2-3 Sylvian Eche (Hammersmith), Christopher Russell
(Muswell Hill) 4.

Major: 1 Julian Llewellyn (Kings Head) 4%, 2- 3 Kevin Millward (Athenaeum), Will Johnston
(Hammersmith) 4.

Minor: 1 R.K. Ranjith (Brentwood) 4%, 2-3 Eduardo Caceres (Spain), Timothy Woods (Sussex) 4.

Regular visitor Nicholas Tavoularis (Middlesbrough) racked up a perfect score at the latest
Hampstead Under-2200 Congress (23-24 November), finishing a point ahead of Marcus Osborne
(Wimbledon). Robert Cassen (Middlesex) and Lorenzo Fava (Cambridge) shared first place in the
Under- 1900 with 4/5, the same score as made by Nuutti Karjalainen (Finland), Frank Gillespie
(Beckenham) and Robert Lankester (London) in the Under-1700. Bogdan Lalic (Wood Green) proved
far too strong at the Muswell Hill Rapidplay of November 19th, his 5%/6 two points more than Ben
Keohane and Tom Quilter (both London) could muster. Elsewhere, Oliver Finnegan (Loughton) and
Raghu Kamath (Richmond) tied for first in the Major and David Lewis (Hendon) won the Minor.

The latest Golders Green Rapidplay of November 9th saw a three-way tie for first in the Open.
Open: 1-3 Alexander Cherniaev (Hackney), John Pigott (Kings Head), Jovica Radovanovic (Sandurst)
5/6.

Major: 1 Dave Cork (Coulsdon) 5%, 2-4 Jonathan Rubeck (Hendon), John Bussman (Surbiton),
Kenneth Hobson (Cowley) 4%.

Minor: 1-3 Tim Shallice, George Hassabis (both London), Claudio Oliveri (Hendon) 4%.

Amateur: 1 Daniel Aserkoff (Barnet) 5, 2-4 Eduardo Caceres (Spain), Keith Wicks (Sheffield), Abeer
Gogia (Maidenhead) 4%.

Improvers: 1 Jai Kothari (Coulsdon) 6, 2 Reya Li (Oxford) 5.

On October 12th Jovica Radovanovic again came first, this time outright.

Open: 1 Jovica Radovanovic (Sandhurst) 5%/6, 2-3 Roy Sagall (Barnet), Lorenzo Lucchi (Italy) 4%.

28 |Page



Major: 1 Timur Kuzhelev 6, 2-5 Dominic Gibbs (both Coulsdon), Christopher Levy (Hackney), Ray
Tarling (Guildford), Raghu Kamath (Richmond) 4%.

Minor: 1 Claudio Oliveri (Hendon) 6, 2 Guy Levy (Harrow) 4%.

Amateur: 1-2 Eduardo Caceres (Spain), Charles Sturt (Hammersmith) 5.

Improvers: 1-2 Gul Kapur (Enfield), Krrish Patel (Harrow) 5%.

And back on September 14th it had been the turn of IM Alan Merry to triumph at Golders Green.
Open: 1 Alan Merry (Bury St Edmunds) 5%/6, 2 John Merriman (Petts Wood) 5.

Major: 1 Conor Gay (Battersea) 5, 2 Paul Chantrell (Kings Head) 4%.

Minor: 1 Elliot Kalfon (Metropolitan) 5%, 2 Sivastyan Balasundaram (Barnet) 4%.

Amateur: 1 David Dunne (Nottingham) 6, 2 Guy Levy (Harrow) 5.

Improvers: 1 Xavier Ensum (east London) 5%, 2-3 David Clarkson (Hendon), Krrish Patel (Harrow) 5.

MATTHEW SADLER & NATASHA REGAN

This year’s ECF Book of the Year Award was presented at the Classic to
Matthew Sadler and Natasha Regan. Judges Ray Edwards, Julian Farrand and
Sean Marsh commented that, “Chess players will find a splendid collection of
games with many comparing AlphaZero with players and games of the past.
Very readable, there is nothing in the book that cannot be understood or
enjoyed. The book is beautifully presented by New in Chess and is excellent
value. The ultimate accolade came from Carlsen who said that AZ had
influenced his approach to chess. Game Changer may also influence yours.”

NEWPORT — Experienced FM Peter Varley triumphed with a perfect score at the South Wales
Autumn Congress (15-17 November).

Open: 1 Peter Varley (Newport) 5, 2 Daniel Kosusek (Czech Republic) 4, 3-4 Joseph Turner (Malpas),
Joe Fathallah (Cardiff) 3.

Premier: 1 David Pinch (Steynton) 4, 2-5 Martin Jones, Peter Quinn (both Cardiff), Harrison Postans
(Chepstow), Stephen Horrell (Abergavenny) 3%.

Minor: 1-2 Oliver Sapsford (Chepstow), Mark Summers (Newport) 4/5, 3 Harri Gilbert (Swansea)
3%.

OBAN - There was a three-way tie for first at the popular Oban Congress (15-17 November).
Open: 1-3 Neil Berry (Edinburgh), Richard Birkett, Andrew Newton (both Inverness) 4/5.
Challengers: 1 Ralph Stirrat (Cumbernauld) 4%, 2-4 John Cawston (Selby), Lucasz Nowak (Oban),
Jonathan McKay (Musselburgh) 4.

Major: 1-3 Martin Brejter (Edinburgh), Ross Blackford (Dunbar), Tom Tait (Dalmuir) 4.

Minor: 1 Alex Keenan 4%, 2-5 Thor Saemundsson (both Hamilton), Christopher Sharp (Oban),
Andrew McCulloch (Giffnock), David Watson (Edinburgh) 4.

OMAGH - Calum Leitch (Strand) triumphed with 5%/6 at the Omagh Rapidplay on November 30th,
finishing a point and a half clear of both Robert Lavery (Ballynafeigh) and Samuel Moore (Bangor),
while James White (Omagh) won the Junior with 5/6.

PLYMOUTH - Jos Haynes (Tiverton) and Jonathan Underwood (Seaton) tied for first on 5/6 at the
Plymouth Rapidplay on December 1st, finishing half a point ahead of Steven Levy (South Hams) and
Michael Stinton-Brownbridge (Plymouth).

PRESTON — IM Brandon Clarke won £300 for triumphing at the Preston Congress (15-17
November).

29 |Page



Open: 1 Brandon Clarke (Oxford) 4%, 2-5 Paul Littlewood (St Albans), Dietmar Kolbus (Douglas),
Yichen Han (Forest Hall), James Moreby (Gosforth) 3%.

Major: 1 John Wareing (Halifax) 5, 2-4 Graham Ashcroft (Preston), Neil Coward (Blackpool), Michael
Connor (Great Lever) 3%.

Minor: 1 Phil Ramsey (Southport) 4%, 2-3 Pavel Nefyodov (Stafford), Charalampos Patsos (Preston)
4.

Standard: 1-3 Alan Ruffle (Swadlincote), Keith Wicks (Sheffield), Edward Pattern (Formby) 4.

SCARBOROUGH — Despite there only being 50 players in the Open at the Scarborough Congress
(25-27 October), there was a three-way tie for first.

Open: 1-3 Danny Gormally (Alnwick), Laurence Webb (Miinster), James Moreby (Gosforth) 4%.
Major: 1-6 Tim Turner (Driffield), Michael Round (Rose Forgrove), Martin Cutmore (Folkestone),
David Williams (Derby), Paul Jackson (Coulsdon), Martin Gawne (Ulverston) 4.

Intermediate: 1-2 Gary White (Telford), Parin Suchak (Syston) 4%, 3-5 Stephen Williams (Cwmbran),
Richard Dowling (Edinburgh), Roger Greatorex (Llangollen) 4.

Minor: 1 Stephen Carter (Richmond) 5, 2 Gary Corcoran (Bradford) 4%, 3-4 Paul Kent (Aigburth),
Nikas Zaleskis (Battersea) 4.

Foundation: 1 Bob Amos (Prescot) 4%, 2-5 John Sugden (Withernsea), Michael Siddle (Bishop
Auckland), Josephine Woollard (Sheffield), Daniel Hilditch-Love (Newport) 4.

TORQUAY — Many of the players at Exmouth went straight on to the Torbay Congress (8- 10
November), which was held at the Livermead House Hotel and where Keith Arkell was punished for
grabbing a very hot b-pawn by Gerald Moore.

Open: 1 Gerald Moore (Broadland) 4/5, 2-7 Keith Arkell (Paignton), William Claridge-Hansen, Tim
Paulden (both Exeter), Jonathan Underwood (Seaton), John Edge (Halesowen), Richard Webster
(Worksop) 3%.

Major: 1 David Archer (South Hams) 4%, 2- 4 Max Walker (Clevedon), Giles Body (Exeter), Meyrick
Shaw (Exmouth) 4.

Intermediate: 1 Danilo Gouveia Wasques (Newton Abbot) 4%, 2 Phil Foley (Upminster) 4, 3-6
Amanda Jones (Salisbury), Lynne Fursman (Tewkesbury), Jacquie Barber-Lafon (Newton Abbot), lan
Abraham (Barry) 3%.

Foundation: 1-2 Michael Pope (Salisbury), lan Farrow (Dons) 4%, 3 Joy Fursman (Clevedon) 4.

WITNEY — Mihov Filip triumphed at the Witney Congress (2-3 November).

Open: 1 Mihov Filip 4%/5, 2-3 David Zakarian (both Oxford), Paul Girdlestone (Witney) 3%.
Major: 1 Pawel Murawski (Oxford) 4%, 2-3 Michael Lucey (Bourne End), Carlos Ferrera Gonzalez
(Didcot) 4.

Intermediate: 1-3 Adam Sieczkowski (Witney), Darrell Watson (Bourne End), Duncan MacArthur
(Keynsham) 4.

Minor: 1-2 Patrick Sartain (Harrow), William Stock (Hastings) 4%, 3-4 Alexander Hertog (Oxford),
Freddie Beneat (Abingdon) 4.
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February 2020

BRIDGEND — The South Wales New Year Congress took place over the weekend of 3-5 January,
resulting in a three-way tie in the top section.

Open: 1-3 Simon Gay (Market Harborough), Daniel Kozusek (Pontypridd), Grzgorz Toczek (Cardiff)
4/5.

Major: 1 David Teague (Harrogate) 4%, 2 Gwyn Havard (Malpas) 4, 3-5 Andrew Borkowski (Bristol),
Russell Doddington (Merthyr Tydfil), Chris Peters (Bridgend) 3%.

Minor: 1-2 Rhys Davies (Cardiff), Rob Tipping (Penarth) 4, 3 James Williams (Bridgend) 3%.

CLEVEDON — The Somerset New Year Congress (11-12 January) was hosted by the Walton Park
Hotel in Clevedon.

Major: 1-4 Brian Gosling (East Budleigh), George Miller (Keynsham), Paul Spiller, Max Walker (both
Clevedon) 3%/5.

Intermediate: 1 Stephen Horrell (Abergavenny) 4%, 2-8 Arthur Hibbitt (Banbury), Rob McClatchey
(Salisbury), Jorgen Nielsen (Wimborne), Rob Parsons (Hatch End), Gary Walker (Wiltshire), Peter
Dimond (Bath), Ken Alexander (East Budleigh) 37%.

Minor: 1 John Webb (Cosham) 4%, 2-3 Elmira Walker (Downend), Matthew Wood (Bristol) 4.

COVENTRY - Open: 1 John Pitcher (South Birmingham) 5/6, 2-3 Nathanael Paul (Newport), Bruce
Baer (King’s Heath) 4.

Major: 1-2 Anton Genchev (Leicester Uni.), Gary Fairclough (Chorley) 5, 3-5 James Harrison
(Warwick Uni.), Daniel Hardman (Ashfield), Tony Preece (Maddocks) 4%.

Minor: 1-2 Viacheslav Shkirskiy, Samuele Ferracin (both Warwick) 5, 3 Warrick Scaife (Coventry) 4%.

DAVENTRY — Divisions One and Two of the 4NCL began their season over the weekend of January
11th and 12th (the planned opening weekend in November had to be postponed due to a clash
with the European Club Cup). Defending champions Guildford laid down a clear statement of intent,
fielding the 2640-rated Romain Edouard on board 5 (behind Matthew Sadler, Gawain Jones,
Michael Adams and Luke McShane), as they whitewashed Cambridge and then overcame Barbican
7-1. Elsewhere in Pool A, White Rose are now partnered by Chessable, which meant a return to the
board for the strong American IM Dmitri Shneider, but they lost the top three boards and were
defeated 5-3 by Wood Green. Chess.com Manx Liberty began with two commanding victories in
Pool B, but regular title challengers Cheddleton were defeated 5)-2% by Guildford Il and then held
to a draw by newly-promoted Gonzaga.

HASTINGS — Once again there was much more to the popular Hastings International Congress than
just the Masters (28 December - 5 January).

Christmas ‘A’: 1-4 Helge Hjort (Hendon), Jeffrey Boardman (Haywards Heath), Lars Andersen
(Norway), Wilton Maximillian (Sussex) 4/5.

Christmas ‘B’: 1 Almas Zhorayev (Kazakhstan) 4%, 2-3 Joe Hirst (Newcastle-under-Lyme), Jason Lv
(Leicester) 3.

Christmas ‘C’: 1 lan Goodger (Eastbourne) 4%, 2 Douglas Forbes (Gerrards Cross) 4, 3 Patrice
Tournier (Hastings) 3%.

New Year Morning ‘A’: 1 Jonathan Rubeck (Hendon) 3%, 2 David Heath (Maidstone) 3.

New Year Morning ‘B’: 1-4 Phil Foley (Upminster), Chris Bernard (Crystal Palace), Satyam Kumar
(Maidenhead), Henry Shaw (Crowborough) 3.
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New Year Morning ‘C’: 1 Alan Collins (Cowley) 3%, 2-3 Oliver Stockham (Sussex), William Stock
(Hastings) 3.

New Year Afternoon ‘A’: 1 Jonathan Rubeck (Hendon) 4, 2-3 Jerry Anstead (Tunbridge Wells), David
Cutmore (Albany) 3.

New Year Afternoon ‘B’: 1-3 Chris Bernard (Crystal Palace), Peter Wood, David Cousens (both
Hastings) 3.

New Year Afternoon ‘C’: 1-2 Paul Buswell (Hastings), Joseph Whelan (Coulsdon) 3.

HULL — The city’s station hotel once again provided a fine setting for the Hull Rapidplay on January
Sth.

Open: 1 Dan Staples (York) 4%/5, 2-3 Peter Ackley (Chesterfield) 4, 3-5 Nugith Jayawarna
(Heyworth), Simon Smith (Oxford), Shaun Culkin (Hull) 3%.

Major: 1 Paul May (Wetherby) 4%, 2-3 Bruce Oliver (Beverley), Kevin Winter (Bradford) 4.

Minor: 1-2 Milosz Kasprzyk (Hull), Alan Smith (Doncaster) 4%, 3-5 David Buckley (York), Patrick
Costello, lan Scott (both Hull) 4.

LEYLAND — A FIDE-rated Congress took place at the Leyland Civic Centre (14-15 December).

Major: 1-2 Peter Kobryan (Great Lever), Martin Burnes (Stockport) 4/5.
Minor: 1 Ishan Kumar (Glasgow) 5, 2 Thisumi Jayawarna (Tameside) 4.

LONE

i LONDON - The London Chess Classic (30 November - 8 December) was, of course,
g headlined by the finals of the Grand Chess Tour. Another very important event was the
A British Knockout Championship, which saw 16 of England’s leading female and under-
s S 25 players take part in a nine-round blitz qualifier. Speed star Marcus Harvey proved
far too strong, as he amassed a huge 84/9 to advance to the quarter-final stage, along with
Brandon Clarke and Andrew Horton who were back on ‘+3’.
The quarter-finals saw Gawain Jones, Luke McShane and David Howell fairly comfortably get the
better of Nick Pert, Andrew Horton and Brandon Clarke, all three progressing 1%-%, but there was
nearly a major upset in the other quarter-final where Michael Adams was fortunate to progress
against Marcus Harvey. Both classical games were drawn, which meant, in what was a rather
gruelling one-day format, two blitz playoff games, in both of which Harvey defended extremely well
to force an Armageddon encounter. There he had Black and despite missing an early tactical
opportunity, reached a knight endgame a pawn ahead. All Adams had going for him was a passed h-
pawn, which would, however, prove decisive once Harvey tragically picked the wrong moment to
offer an exchange of knights.
David Howell survived a horrible position to defeat Gawain Jones in the first classical game of their
semi-final, eventually advancing 15-13, the same score by which Michael Adams overcame Luke
McShane.
Unfortunately, with the Knockout not allowed to be played on the Auditorium’s stage alongside the
GCT, the final consisted only of rapid and blitz games, as Adams defeated Howell 18-10 to take the
£10,000 first prize.

The Richmond Blitz Blast took place just before Christmas, on December 22nd, attracting a strong
field, including IM James Sherwin who finished on ‘+4’. Bulgarian IM Martin Petrov racked up 10/11
to finish a point ahead of Graeme Buckley (Wimbledon), with brother Vladimir Petrov back on 9
points.
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Russian GM Alexander Cherniaev was held to draws by Vincent Sagues and John Richardson at the
Golders Green Rapidplay on January 4th.

Open: 1-2 Alexander Cherniaev (Hackney), Federico Rocco 5/6, 3 John Richardson (both Hendon)
4%.

Major: 1 Chris Levy (Hackney) 5, 2-3 Raghu Kamath (Richmond), Julian Macdonald (Chatham) 4.
Minor: 1-2 Han-Sen Choong (Hampstead), Connor Clarke (Barnet) 5, 3-4 David Smith (Redditch),
Oren Levene (Hendon) 4%.

Amateur: 1 Peter Watts (Middlesex) 5%, 2- 3 Martin Leanse (Athenaeum), Sam Peterson
(Hampstead) 5.

My First Tournament: 1 Dominic Maynard (Thurrock) 5/5, 2-3 James Coward (Bushbury), Alex
Usharovsky (Surrey) 4.

PUDSEY — Now at a new venue, the British Rapidplay Championships aren’t as strong as they once
were, but still saw GM Stephen Gordon and IM David Eggleston tie for first over the weekend of 23-
24 November, while we were amused to see one of those classic pairings, Burke against Hare.
Open: 1-2 Stephen Gordon (London), David Eggleston (Durham) 8%/11, 3-5 Lawrence Webb
(Munster), Aron Cohen (Cambridge), Robert Starley (Leeds) 7.

Major: 1-4 Kevin Yeomans (Olton), Mark Bastow (Colwyn Bay), Simon McGuinness (South Shields),
Fazal Rabbi (Bingley) 7.

Intermediate: 1 Kyle Pelling (Tameside) 8%, 2 Sean McDonald (Ashby) 8, 3-4 Ben Crosby (Horsham),
Lawrence Coe (Yorkshire) 7%.

Minor: 1 Tobias Potel (Middlesex) 8%, 2-3 Robert Dennington, lan Strickland (both Leeds) 8.

March 2020

BELFAST — Gareth Annesley (Belfast South) triumphed with a perfect score to win the Williamson
Shield at the Maynard Sinclair Pavilion over the weekend of January 18th and 19th. Gabor Horvath
(Strand) finished a point behind, while Aaron Wafflart (Strand) edged out James O’Fee (Bangor) on
tie-break in the Intermediate after they had both finished on 4/5.

BIRMINGHAM — New venture First Weekend Chess congresses will be held on the first weekend of
every quarter (May, August, etc) with the next one scheduled for 2-3 May.

DAVENTRY — Guildford and Manx Liberty are the only sides on 100% after four rounds of the top
flight of the 4NCL. We'll have a full report on the second weekend of the season next time, but for
now do enjoy two fine games from the opening weekend, a crushing win by Britain’s long-time no.1
and a King’s Indian Attack which actually was a brutal attack.

M. Adams - A. McClement - Guildford vs Cambridge, Sicilian Scheveningen

ledc52 Hf3d63dacxdd4 Hxdd 2165 Ac3e66 Le3a67 fe2 fe78 Wd2l?
This aggressive sideline of the Classical Scheveningen is quite tricky for Black, who probably
shouldn’t combine the three routine moves which now follow.

8...2¢6 9 0-0-0 0-0 10 f4 ¥ c7 11 g4! 9 xd4 12 Wxd4 e5 13 Wd3
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13... & xga?

Likewise, 13...exf4 14 & xf4 & xg4? 15 & xgd Hxgd 16 Hd5 Wd8 17 Ehgl D e5 18 & xe5 dxe5 19
g3 gave White a huge advantage in Ivanchuk-Van Wely, European Club Cup, Novi Sad 2016.
Black’s position is suspect in any case, but he should at least try 14... & e6.

14 & xg4 Hxgd 15 Hd5 ¥d8 16 £ b6! & d7?

Already the only chance was to ditch the exchange with 16...%e8 17 E hgl 4f6, not that White
then has to go in for 18 % c7.

17 Zhgl & d8?

Another slip, but Black would also have been getting crushed after 17... 216 18 fxe5 2 xd5 19
Wxd5.

18 & xd8 Z axd8 19 f5! 1-0

The black knight is lost in view of 19...h5 20 h3 2 h6? 21 % f6+.

S. Ansell - L. Cyborowski - Blackthorne Russia vs Manx Liberty, King’s Indian Attack

1edc52 Nf3e63g3 Ac64 £g2 A6 5 We2d56exd5 21xd570-0 £e78 Ha3!l?

This in conjunction with White’s Chigorinesque fifth move is an interesting twist on the standard
KIA approach of d3 and % bd2.

8...0-09 Hc4 Wc7

9...f6 seems more consistent with Black’s fifth move, and if 10 ©e3 %9 c7 11 d3 e5.

10d3b611a4 £b712 2d2 Ead8 13 a5!? Ambitious, but by preparing to sacrifice a pawn White
aims to take control of the situation in the centre of the board.

13... £ 6 14 Efel b5 15 % ce5 % db4

15... i xe5! 16 9 xe5 9 b4 seizes control. 16 a6 £ a8 The Polish Grandmaster is drifting.
16... 2 xa6!? was risky, but playable, and if 17 2 xc6 Wxc6 18 2 h4 Wd7.

17 Hga e718 &4 Whe?
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Now White drums up a strong attack. 18... % c8! was better, and if 19 h4 €2h8 or even 19... Z fe8 20
h5 h6 21 Wd2 4 d4.

19 h4! % xa6 20 h5 % ab4?

Allowing White to lodge a fish bone in the black king’s throat. 20...h6! 21 9 xh6+ gxh6 22 & xh6

A ¢7 looks risky, but has the computer’s seal of approval.

21 h6!g622 &g5 Wc723 &6 Hd524 £ g7 b4 25 c4!

Preparing to swing the queen across 